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EDITORIALS 
Evangelism: Another Angle 


“The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are 
few; pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, 
that He would send forth laborers into His har- 
vest.” Underscore “but” and “therefore’’. 


Our trouble is that we do not have enough 
laborers. We can’t bring in the sheaves without 
field hands. The farmers are moving off the 
farms. We must do something to get workers. 
We have need of more laborers—more preachers. 
“How shall they hear without a preacher?” We 
have need of dozens of preachers in Texas and 
the Southwest. Dozens of fields are waiting for 
harvesters. Shuffling pastors from one field to 
another does not increase the harvest. ‘More 
laborers” is our need. 


We will have “more fruit’? when we have more 
laborers to gather the fruit. Evangelism is gather- 
ing the fruit. BUT—we will never have the “great” 
harvest if we have too few laborers. Brethren, we 
must pray—PRAY the Lord for more laborers 
—Laborers who have their hearts set on gathering 
the harvest before the harvest-time is over and the 
grain has rotted in the field and is lost—lost be- 
cause we do not have enough men to garner it. 


The failure of evangelism is not in the harvest 
but in the fact that we work in the fields with 
just about half enough force. And when a half- 
force tries to do it all, there is bound to be poor 
work done and the worker is also likely to over- 
work and fall out of the ranks. We must have 
more ministers. We must have the best workers 
we can get. 


Our boys must not all be engineers. We are fast 
becoming a nation of engineers of every sort. We 
cannot believe that the best talents all run to engi- 
neering and aviation. The Lord needs the best. 
He makes the best offer. Where in the world—in 
what vocation can a man hope to gain 30-60-100- 
fold? And eternal life and glory. Evangelism— 
laborers in the greatest harvest fields in the world. 
Men whose hearts God has touched and fired with 
knowledge and zeal. Men who resemble the Lord 
of His harvest whose zeal caused men to say “He 
is beside himself.” Is anybody saying that about 
any of us? 





Where are the laborers? Gone fishing—golfing, 
Rotarying—engineering—aviating—banking — 8. 
hours-a-day-jobs! And right under our eyes—fields 
ripe and rotting! God help and have mercy upon 
us. —C. T. C. 


Post-war Planning 


This is a much discussed subject, both among 
political and business leaders and preachers. We 
are deeply concerned, not to say distressed, by the 
tone of much that we hear, even among religious 
men. There is superficial and shallow thinking 
coupled with self-sufficiency and self-dependence. 
There seems to be a feeling that if we have millions 
of dollars and thousands of educated men with 
a good organization and well-laid plans, we can 
evangelize the whole world in a few years and 
turn it into a wonderful place in which we, or our 
children, can live in peace and happiness. 


We came across these wise words by Abraham 
Kuyper, the great Dutch statesman and theologian, 
the other day: “High-minded self-sufficiency is the 
canker which gnaws at the root of all religion. It 
is the futile dream of a little insignificant world, 
of which self is the great center, whose mind 
understands everything, whose will controls every- 
thing, whose money can buy _ everything, and 
whose power carries everything before it. This 
makes self a minature god in a little temple. In 
this sinful isolation one is, of necessity, icy cold, 
frozen away from the living God and unfit to dwell 
under the shadow of His wings.” I am convinced 
that here is the “canker” which will spoil all our 
Post-war Plans, unless we cut this canker out. 


Do we realize the magnitude of the task and 
our utter inability to cope with it, unless we are 
guided by supernatural wisdom and endowed with 
supernatural power? Do we see the blackness of 
the picture? 

Let us but glance at the true situation in other 
lands as they are being “liberated’’. Sin in all its 
worst forms remains and these people in their 
despair and hatred are ripe for anything. Ou 
secular papers and correspondents are warning US- 
Europe, Asia, South America, even Africa, ar 
smouldering volcanoes. It is enough to fill an) 
thoughtful mind with dread and dismay. 


We have the best country in the world, but we 
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ourselves are faced with problems and national 
sins which are appalling. How can America lead 
such a world to a “better way of life,” when our 
land is filled with drunkenness, crime, and forget- 
fulness of God? Both here at home and abroad 
we are met by two awful facts: (1) the Total De- 
pravity of man, and (2), the Terrible power of Sin 
and Satan. 


Let us look ourselves squarely in the face as a 
church. We have plenty of money, buildings, 
equipment, members, but do we have “what it 
takes” to win the war against sin and win a world 
to Christ? 


It will take FAITH—a deep-rooted, vital faith, 
in God—and we have drunk deeply of “modern- 
ism,” which is just another name for unbelief. 


It will take CONSECRATION—and we _ are 
steeped in worldliness. 


It will take ZEAL—and many are lukewarm 
and ir. lifferent. 


It will take PRAYER—and our praying is at a 
low ebb, if the prayer-meeting is the pulse of the 
church. 


It will take a SPIRIT-FILLED, church, united 
in doctrine and love and unselfish purpose, and 
the church is disrupted. 


Do we realize how deep and heart-penetrating 
the remedy must be? It is NOT a question of 
money and men and organization and plans. 


It is a question first of all, of the Sovereign 
Grace and Power of God. “Salvation is of the 
Lord.” “Not by might nor by power, but by my 
Spirit saith the Lord.” It is time to remember this. 


It is a question of our Heart-felt Repentance as 
a church. II. Chron. 7:15 means US today. We will 
have to humble ourselves, and pray, and seek His 
face, and turn from OUR wicked ways, before God 
will hear, and forgive, and heal our sick land and 
our sick world. 


Two ways stretch out before the world: Revival, 
or Judgment—“Repent, or Perish.” This may 
sound “pessimistic,” but the writer is as far from 
a pessimist as a man can be. We not only “hope’’, 
but we KNOW that God is on the throne and 
that all things work together for good to those that 
love Him. But there is no sense in saying, “peace, 
peace,” when there is no peace—no peace, saith 
my God, to the wicked. There can be no iasting 
peace until we TURN from our wicked ways. 


«_ Suppose that Noah would have been called a 
Pessimist” by the men of this generation. He was 
the only sane “Optimist” in the world. His opti- 
mism was based on his faith in an Almighty God 
of Grace. He built the ark, went in and was saved, 
while the other optimists of his day were drowned. 


Oh, fellow-Christians, and fellow-ministers, let 
us understand the “signs of the times,” these 
awful times, hear God’s voice as He speaks in 
Judgment, and yet in love, agonize in prayer as we 
let His Spirit search our hearts, and look to HIM 
for a gracious Revival that will take the place of 
our well-meant, but futile “Post-War Plans’! 

—J. K. P. 


A Question Of Emphasis 


In the three months which have elapsed since 
our October editorial, “Blowing Out Sparks At A 
Three-Alarm Fire’ we have received some interest- 
ing and enlightening correspondence. 


From this there has emerged the conviction that 
some of us need to re-evaluate our Christian work 
and message. Where shall the main emphasis b 
placed? Shall it be towards a correction of the 
tragic abuses and injustices all around us, or, 
shall it be centered on soul winning? 


We use the words “main emphasis” advisedly 
for we mean just that. It is our contention that 
the chief work of the minister is to bring men tc 
a saving knowledge of Christ as Savior and to in- 
struct them in the Bible. Other issues attain their 
importance only after this essential work is done. 


We are living in a sick world, one in which 
moral and spiritual victory seems to be receding 
as military victory draws nearer. The Church 
is seeking to be heard in the councils of statesmen 
today with solutions for these problems. It is our 
contention that the witness of the Church, as such, 
carries weight only insofar as that witness adheres 
to the foundation doctrines of the Church. It is 
because some who have left these essential doc- 
trines the farthest are the most vocal and active 
in the political realm that we ask that we stop 
and ask, “Where shal] the emphasis be?” 


We know of instances in our own Church where 
the primary emphasis is on social reform and it 
is against this that we cry out. Let us get back 
to where the Scriptures place the emphasis—the 
lost condition of the sinner out of Christ. We may 
eulogize the “principles of desist’? and yet deny 
him his unique position as the one and only Savior 
of the world. 


Christ said, “Fear nov them which kill the body 
but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear 
him which is able to destroy both soul and body in 
hell.” The “Three-Alarm Fire” of which we wrote 
is destroying the souls of men daily. Surely the 
Church should place her main emphasis on the 
spiritual needs of a sin-ridden world rather than 
the material, as important as these may loom for 
the moment. —L.N.B. 


+> 
~ -- 


Stronger Theological 


Education 


It is evident that the theological education of 
our day needs strengthening. Many seem to feel 
that this should come about by Seminary con- 
solidation. One would judge that given sufficient 
endowment, imposing buildings and a large fac- 
ulty, we would presto have a stronger theological 
education. For our part we would not discourage 
our institutions in their endeavor to seek large 
endowments, erect bigger buildings or increase 
their faculty. We would like to point out, however, 
that these things alone will not strengthen 
theological education. If we continue to labor 
under this impression, great will be our dis- 
illusionment. If these material resources alone 
constitute stronger theological education, then we 
should send our candidates for the ministry ta 
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the Union Theological Seminary in New York. 
Without a doubt this institution is richly endowed, 
enjoys good buildings, and a large and scholarly 
faculty. However, it is our contention that the 
following important factors must be kept in mind 
for stronger theological education. 


In the first place, if we are going to have 
stronger theological education, there must be 
more emphasis placed on the study of English 
Bible. There are some who do not feel that this 
is necessary, but experience teaches otherwise. 
Many candidates for the ministry enter the semi- 
nary with a bare smattering of the knowledge of 
the English Bible. Unless they are carried through 
the English Bible during the three years they 
are in the seminary they will graduate without 
knowing the great truths of the Scriptures. This 
many are doing. A young man with a Bachelor of 
Divinity degree was recently examined before 
Presbytery for ordination on the subject of Eng- 
lish Bible and was unable to tell how many 
books were contained in the Old Testament. The 
ignorance of many young men entering the min- 
istry on this subject is appalling and tragic. 


A second suggestion is to place more emphasis 
on evangelism. Students of contemporary theo- 
logical education are aware that there are re- 
cent tendencies to keep away from everything 
relating to revivals and evangelism. Dr. Andrew 
W. Blackwood has studied these trends in the 
Lyman Beecher Lectures at Yale. He has found 
that the last few years there has been very little 
emphasis on the winning of souls. Examining Dr. 
George A. Buttrick’s lectures entitled “Jesus 
Came Preaching” he said that Buttrick made 
practically no reference to evangelism or revivals. 
No chapter stresses either idea. The index contains 
no reference to this subject. Then he added, 
“Among the reviews which are laudatory there 
was scarcely a word about this omission. Evidently 
it is typical of today.” He also examined Charles 
C. Morrison’s lectures on the same foundation 
entitled “What Is Christianity?” Again the evan- 
gelistic note is missing. He asked the question 
if the students entering the ministry with the 
ideals set forth in the book “Are they concerned 
about the winning of souls?” Dr. Blackwood de- 
plores this anomalous situation in most theological 
schools. He laments the fact that they let other 
things crowd out evangelism. He said in response 
to an inquiry about the method of conducting a 
course in this subject, the dean of the theological 
school replied that the course had been discon- 
tinued. In other large seminaries with all sorts 
of religious fare the professor of preaching offers 
an elective course in evangelism, a subject in 
which he is not especially at home. Then Dr. 
Blackwood raises this question, “Is it any wonder 
that young ministers leave our school of theology 
without a passion for souls?” He also observed 
that “This is what other young men are learning 
in Bible Training schools.” If these things are 
true, as we believe they are, our first step in 
strengthening our theological education is to put 
the emphasis on evangelism where the New Testa- 
ment places it. 


Still another means of strengthening theological 
education is to place more emphasis upon the great 
Christian doctrines of the Bible. In one of our 
seminaries the theological department was so 
weak that a professor in another department had 


to teach the elementary truths in theology in order 
that the graduates may have some knowledge of 
this subject before their graduation. There has 
been a great decline in doctrinal preaching, al. 
though the need is as great as ever. It is our feel. 
ing that the theological seminaries are largely re. 
sponsible for this deplorable condition. 


It should also be pointed out that if our 
theological education is to become stronger, more 
care should be given in the selection of theologica] 
teachers. For the past decade too many promising 
young men were made theological professors with. 
out sufficient pastoral experience to stabilize them. 
Of course, there are exceptions, but we believe 
that our seminaries would be stronger if we re. 
quired our teachers to have a minimum of fifteen 
years of pastoral experience before occupying a 
chair in a seminary. Most of the doctrinal delin- 
quencies in our seminary faculties have come from 
these bright young men who are placed in re 
sponsible positions before they have had sufficient 
experience to mature in the active ministry. Some 
have developed an “ivory-tower” attitude that has 
been reflected in their utterances. In the long run 
they have proven themselvs inadequate to prepare 
our young men for a vital, down-to-earth ministry. 


We heartily endorse the movement for stronger 
theological education and keenly realize the need, 
but we trust that in the formulation of our plans 
to this end, we shall proceed in the fit: 5 ps 





The Weight Of The 
Meeting 


It is a standing tradition in the Friends’ Meet- 
ings that matters are not decided by majority 
and minority votes. When a division of opinion 
arises they wait upon the Lord until a finding is 
discovered which transcends the opinion both of 
the majority and of the minority. This unanimous, 
or near unanimous concurrence is then declared 
to be the weight of the meeting. Our three-fourths 
rule looks in the same direction as this Quaker 
tradition. 


The bulk of Moderator King’s article asking for 
the unity of the spirit in the discossion of the 
union or reunion question is in the line of the 
same brotherly spirit. The main thrust of Dr. 
King’s article is that the Unity of the Presby- 
terian Church in the United States is more im- 
portant than a merger with any other body; that 
the bonds which bind us together are more precious 
than those things which distinguish different 
groups. And we wish to take this opportunity to 
express our hearty, even if somewhat belated 
approval of this chief purport of his message. 


At the close of the Knoxville General Assembly 
there were several actions which transcended both 
the majority and the minority groups and 80 
constituted the weight of that meeting. These were 
particularly the Lilly Resolution on the Faith 
and the Richardson Resolution on the Federal 
Council. The same was true of the doctrinal de 
liverance unanimously adopted by the 1939 As 
sembly. 


On the other hand there has been much zeal 
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and too many acts by both the “rightists” and 
the “leftists” in our Church aimed at securing the 
victory of the one or the other position—without 
a friendly enough concern for the brethren of 
the other view. 







The question before both wings is this: is the 
matter of union with the U. S. A. Church to be a 
tug of war to the finish between us with the 
rupture of our Church as the result? Are we each 
to organize our cohorts and fight in every as- 
sembly, synod, presbytery, session and congre- 
gation for every yard of advantage to our side? 








Suppose that thereby, with the delay of a vote 
until the men are back from the Army and “the 
ducks are all in a row” the Unionists get three- 
fourths of the presbyteries and carry the current 
plan over the opposition of their brethren. Sup- 
pose with such ‘a victory they take all the prop- 
erty away from some thousands of earnest Pres- 
byterians who gave their money to build South- 
ern Presbyterian churches. Suppose under the new 
ruling in the Plan of Reunion they should go even 
so far as to depose from the ministry and suspend 
from the sacraments, as schismatics those min- 
isters who insist on going on with a continuing 
Southern Presbyterian Church. Will those who 
have attained some or all of these ends be happy 
over their accomplishments? Not so long as there 
is a holy and a just God, a loving Father, to whom 
every decision on earth is ultimately referable; 
not so long as by the Spirit these brethren worship 


— and Father of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
ist. 

































And conversely, suppose those who oppose the 
present Plan of Reunion succeed in blocking it by 
getting the requisite number of presbyteries to 
vote it down. Suppose they say to the pro-unionist 
brethren: we will not have union on any basis 
whatsoever. Your current plan does not take ac- 
count of our positions. We were not represented 
on the Committee which drafted this plan and we 
were denied adequate time to present our wishes 
at Knoxville—even though our first request there 
was backed by overtures from fourteen presby- 
teries. You have disregarded our opinions, we 
simply veto your action by voting more than a 
fourth of the presbyteries against you. And sup- 
pose the courts give the property to a continuing 
Southern Presbyterian Church, under the solemn 
covenant repudiating the principle of the Walnut 
Street decision our General Assembly entered into 
with the Kentucky Presbyterians in 1867. The 
unionists of Scotland got the shock of their lives in 
1900 when the highest court of that land adjudged 
the Free Churchmen of the highlands as the 
rightful owners of property of the Church of 
Chalmers and Cunningham. Would we be happy 
to have simply withstood our brethren success- 
fully, to have embittered them to the point of 
faving us for the U. S. A. Church? Do we want 


any property that is not honestly, morally ours? 
course, not. 














































































































Poth wings of our Church need the solemn word 
: the Apostle: “Know ye not that ye are a temple 

God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in 
ou If any man destroyeth the temple of God, 
hel shall God destroy; for the temple of God is 
oly, and such are ye.” 
































When our Committee on Cooperation and Union 
meets to consider the proposals for the modifi- 
cation it is quite possible that a majority and a 
minority report will be the outcome. And a paper 
definitely labelled minority report will be en- 
titled to more consideration than has been ac- 
corded the reports of the several individuals 
criticizing the Plan of Reunion, and so will 
strengthen the position of those opposed to the 
present Plan. 


The unity of our Church, however, might be 
better promoted by a decision representing the 
weight of the meeting. May we, therefore, hope 
and pray that the Committee will seriously weigh 
the changes proposed, that they will put the unity 
of the Presbyterian Church in the United States 
above the desire for a merger with any other body, 
that their decisions will be characterized by mutual 
consideration and brotherly love, that out of this 
gathering may come “the weight of the meeting” 
rather than a majority report clashing with a mi- 
nority report, that Christ may be magnified by 
this branch of His body the Church. 

—Wm. C. R. 





Removal Of Elders And 
Deacons From Office 
By Rev. Ralph A. Brown, Ph.D.* 


Among the many suggested changes in the 
Book of Church Order which have been sent down 
to the Presbyteries for action this year is one that 
should receive very careful attention. It is the 
first of the proposed changes to Paragraph 149. It 
will, if adopted, enable a Presbytery to dissolve 
the official relationship of an elder or deacon 
when the Presbytery shall deem such action for 
the welfare of the church. 


Let us remember that other provisions are in- 
cluded in the changes recommended for approval 
that will care for the removal of inactive officers. 
This therefore must be directed toward officer: 
who cannot be accused of inactivity or lack of zeal 
-_ _ beliefs and responsibilities to their 
church. 


Examination of the proposed change indicates 
that there are no restrictions upon the Presby- 
tery’s use of this power. No open hearing or trial 
of the man or men to be divested of office, no ad- 
vance notice that such action is being considered 
unless in special called meeting. Even the whole 
official body of elders and deacons can be re- 
moved by this power. 


Of course we realize and believe that such power 
would be as a rule used wisely by the Presbyteries, 
if granted. But there is no provision to prevent 
a determined minority in a Presbytery from push- 
ing such action in a regular Stated Meeting when 
they were in the majority in attendance at that 
time, say the closing day or session of a regular 
meeting. This is a remarkable change of Presby- 
terian government and should be studied very 
carefully. 


*Bristol, Tenn. 
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Christ-The Hope Of The World * 


By C. Darby Fulton, D.D. 


The post-war era is coming. With all of its 
tragic physical and spiritual need, a broken world 
will be trying to rise to its feet again. Once more 
men will set to work to repair the ruins of their 
cities, and hearts will be pondering how to fit 
life’s scene into the eternal picture. 


Is The Church Ready? 


Into what new shape will the life of the world 
crystallize? Are we pointed toward a magnificent 
paganism in which greed and godlessness will run 
riot until they breed another war, or is the Church 
ready with her message of righteousness and faith 
to confront the world with the claims of Him who 
said: “Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the 
ends of the earth?” 


Frankly, as far as the work of Foreign Missions 
is concerned, our Church is not prepared. Neither 
in money nor in men are the resources at hand 
for an effective Christian witness to the world. 
Missionary ranks are depleted, recruits and volun- 
teers represent a mere “corporal’s guard,” and 
our contributions, in comparison with the need, 
are but a bagatelle. 


Whatever the Church intends to do in the era 
just ahead must be begun now. It will be too late 
to act if we wait until the war is over. Moreover, 
there are at present areas of opportunity and obli- 
gation that we cannot afford to overlook while we 
plan for the future. ' 


A Program Of Action 


Stated concretely, here are certain immediate 
concerns of our world task which we offer as a 
program of action for the Church in the weeks 
just ahead: 


1. 100 New Missionaries. This is the most crit- 
ical need of our Foreign Mission work. The figure 
“100” is conservative, representing the new mis- 
sionaries required immediately, this year, to 
strengthen our forces. The normal supply of can- 
didates has been largely cut off by the demands 
of national defense, and the resulting depletion of 
our missionary ranks is threatening parts of our 
work with collapse. In Africa, two doctors are at- 
tempting to maintain five hospitals widely scatter- 
ed over an area as large as South Carolina! Our 
Foreign Mission work is in danger of being caught 
unprepared just at the moment of greatest need 
and challenge. Unless we can impress our young 
men and women immediately with the imminence 
of the day of destiny that is before us, we are 
likely to be by-passed in the hour of greatest op- 
portunity we have known. It will be another case 
of “too little and too late.” 


2. Expansion in Brazil and Mexico. In both of 
these countries the need is urgent for a radical 
enlargement of our training institutions in order 
to supply leaders for the rapidly growing churches. 
The expansion of the Church is running far ahead 
of the training program, and the need for multi- 
plying the output of Seminaries and Bible Schools 
is crucially evident. The expansion program, rep- 


resenting the immediate needs of these two fields, 
is as follows: 


For Brazil: 


The development of the Bible School 


at Patrocinio $20,000 


For Mexico: 


The Presbyterian Seminary at Mexico 
City, dormitory, administration build- 
ing and equipment $50,000 

The establishment and maintenance of 
a Synodical Bible School for Women, 
in Mexico $40,000 

A hospital at Chilpancingo in the 
Morelos-Guerrero field $ 3,900 

The equipment of the Annie King Me- 
morial Hospital, Morelia $ 1,215 

Equipment and furniture for hostels 
for students (four) 


Lot and building for Retreat House at 
Lake Tequesquitengo 


3. The Opening of Our Mission to Portugal. 
Never has a plea been more appealingly presented 
than the one which comes to our Church from the 
little group of 600 Presbyterians in Portugal: 


“We ask only this: give us the initial impulse; 
help us to establish our foundations; and we 
in God’s good grace, will guarantee the con- 
solidation and expansion of the Presbyterian 
work in Portugal.” 


Plans have been laid for launching at once a joint 
effort for the evangelization of Portugal in which 
the Presbyterian Church of Brazil, the Presbyte- 
rian Church, U.S.A., and the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., will participate. This enterprise, coinciding 
as it does with a new interest in evangelical Chris- 
tianity on the part of thousands of people in Por- 
tugal, begins under conditions of great promise. 
The appropriation required from our Church for 
the inauguration of this work and for its mainten- 
ance during the first year is $8,885. 

4. The Christian Reoccupation of the Far East. 
Destruction has overtaken much of what is phy- 
sical in our work in Asia. In China alone, one mil- 
lion dollars, possibly much more, will be required 
to replace ruined properties and meet the initial 
needs in the reopening of our work. 

Think of the challenge of this one great country, 
China! Here is a nation destined to play a major 
role in world affairs after the war, a nation of 
amazing possibilities, with the largest reservolr of 
manpower in the world and with vast stores 
raw materials waiting to be developed. At this 
moment she is our friend; she aspires to the same 
goals of democracy for which our nation stands; 
many of her great leaders are committed to Chris- 
tian faith and ideals. Was there ever a time 
propitious for pressing the claims of Christ up0? 
the Chinese people? 
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But what if this new China should emerge into 
the international life of tomorrow without ade- 
quate spiritual controls? Suppose the grip that 
Christian ideals have upon her life now should be 
lost, and China, gloating in her power, should go 
militaristic! Such a China, drunk with the sense of 
her might, unrestrained by the moral and spiritual 
forces of a true faith, might run amuck in the 
world and present a menace in comparison with 
which the militarism of Japan would be only a 
mild threat. 


On the other hand, if this great China could be 
brought to the feet of Christ, what limit would 
there be to the leadership that she might exercise 
for righteousness in the world of tomorrow! 


The General Assembly has authorized the raising 
of a sum of one million dollars for the Christian 


reoccupation of the Far East. Of this fund $250,- 
000 has already been contributed. The Church is 
asked, in the Foreign Mission Season just ahead, 
to give another $250,000 (less the amount raised 
by the Elders’ and Deacons’ Campaign—to date 
about $55,000). 


We Pledge Ourselves 


These, then, are the objectives that are to be 
before the Church during the Week of Prayer and 
Self-Denial for Foreign Missions, January 28 to 
February 4, 1945. They claim our prayerful, sym- 
pathetic and sacrificial support. 


Christ is the hope of the world! Let the Church, 
then, commit herself to her world task in joyous 
self-giving, in the assurance of faith, and in the 
power of prayer. 





The Sunday School-Our Church Of Tomorrow 


By Wallace Parham* 


Today we Presbyterians and other Protestant 
denominations bemoan signs which portend an 
evil day, one such portent being the dwindling of 
our Sunday Schools—our church of tomorrow. 
Many factors are no doubt involved, but there are 
several which to me seem of major importance. 
The first is the obsession which dominates the 
thinking of committees named to call pastors that 
gray hairs are anathema. This tends to color the 
thinking of our ministers from the beginning of 
their life work; and to still courageous spiritual 
voices at the very time when, to their deep conse- 
cration and a well-rounded education, experience 
has added the final touch needed to make the 
whole man of God. And it is the whole man of God 
who exerts the greatest influence on all of us, 
very especially a child. Such committees might 
well heed Matthew Henry on Luke 16:9: “The wis- 
dom of worldly people in the concerns of this 
world is to be imitated by us in the concerns of 
our souls.” In the wisdom of this world we see 


; the average chairman of the board in a busines: 


corporation—its highest office—is gray-haired 
and honored and listened to because of his loyalty 
and experience, while we “bury” our best talents. 
The second factor is lack of consistent, continuing, 
consecrated heart interest in the Sunday Schoo: 
on the part of church officers, particularly the 
elders, A third is the sweep of undignified and 
pointless controversies in Presbyterianism, and in 
Protestantism generally, which leaves the children 
in religious eddies where they soon tire and wander 
off to other playgrounds. 


Reig a number of years I taught a Sunday School 
poy of boys. They want straight-from-the-shoul- 
er talks from a teacher who convinces them by 


study and by everlastingly prompt and faithful 
htendance that he believes and tries to live what 
pe tells them on Sunday. And they want no veneer 
je religion. Quite certainly Presbyterians today 
= being fed too freely on “milk” when what they 
mae Whether they admit it or not, and what the 
ine! needs, is “meat.” A gospel with no veneer 
cludes stern reminders very often of eternal 
nation and of God’s justice as well as God’s 


mercy. Children and young people reverence the 
dignity of gray-haired experience born of long 
consecrated living. They understand and appro- 
priate for use the lessons of God’s justice. It is the 
one thing they do appreciate in childhood whatever 
may be said to the contrary. Their eyes are ahead. 
Justice to them is a natural attribute of God. It 
is only we older ones who look back and want to 
hear no more about it. We are using the selfish- 
ness and the foreboding of the adult pew to deny 
children an integral and_ eternally important 
message in God’s Word. 


In church work in Presbyterianism I have had 
a varied and rather unique experience; and I set 
it down in deep thankfulness, a rich experience. 
Succinctly, I joined a church of about 400 mem- 
bers when a boy, being elected to the diaconate 
there in young manhood; transferred then to the 
largest (1400) church, staying there about ten 
years and serving on the diaconate; then to a very 
small Home Mission church with thirty disheart- 
ened members and no Sunday School, serving on 
the session with new workers who had joined 
and begun a fresh foundation just ahead of me, 
and over a period of twelve years watched it 
grow to a membership of over two hundred with 
a Sunday School almost that large, liquidate a 
burdensome debt, acquire and pay for a new 
Sunday School building, and become self-sustain- 
ing; then back to my boyhood church, being elected 
to the session there; and finally, after some 
months, transferring to a newly organized Home 
Mission church in the suburban area where my 
home is, where I am now on the session. 


My, the changes I have seen in fifty years! 
a for instance, the session of the large or 

edium-sized Presbyterian church nominally per- 
haps holds the Book-of-Church-Order jurisdiction 
over the Sunday School; yet in practice the whole 
administration of the Sunday School is all too 
often in the hands of a “Religious Director;” some 
specially trained worker, usually a young person 
saturated with theory and ‘new ideas,’ very jealous 
of his or her authority, and ready to take issue 
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with anyone, including members of the session, 
when ‘oldtimey’ methods are suggested or even 
mentioned. When I was a lad a Presbyterian elder, 
whether a leading lawyer or a street car con- 
ductor, took his position seriously. From the session 
came the leaders in the work of the Sunday 
School, and a visit from an elder was akin to a 
visit from the minister. No elder was ever off 
fishing or hunting or (on a more modern note) 
playing golf or enjoying a cocktail party on Sun- 
day (called then “the Sabbath’). We youngsters— 
more properly perhaps ‘bairns’—breathed the re- 
ligious air of old Scotland and learned the West- 
minster Catechism. We heard definitely about 
God’s justice from the pulpit. And it all meant 
something to us. 


There is no question, I think, but that the 
teaching staff of a Sunday School reflects in di- 
rect ratio the consecration and the industry of the 
session of the church of which it is a part. What 
would happen in every Presbyterian Sunday School 
in six months if every elder studied the Sunday 
School lesson half-an-hour every day; lived tho: 
lessons throughout the week; never failed, unless 
providentially hindered, to attend and work per- 
sonally every single Sunday in his Sunday School; 
and specifically directed every individual worker, 
including “Religious Directors?” Ask the church 
where such a regime prevails. You will find the 
answer. in its enrollment figures. There is no 
telling what would happen if the deacons joined 
in such a move. The fault for dwindling Sunday 
School attendance does not lie at the door of the 
children and the young people. I do not believe 
young people, as generation succeeds generation, 
change a great deal. Young human nature in each 
generation demands interest and sincerity. When 
that is lacking in their church they stray off 
somewhere else in search of it. An office in the 
church is a job, not a ‘position.’ It calls for work, 
and hard work. 


So it is, when young people instinctively realize 
a veneer coats the true gospel message of a just 
God as well as a merciful Father; when they see 
all too many church officers who attend the month- 
ly meeting and an occasional supper, and then 
“call it a day” religiously; and when as a final 
smotherer of their allegiance they note the uproar 
in our temple over man-made controversies where, 
as an instance, when ‘unity’ is the issue a Christ- 
taught solution is blandly ignored (for Christ 
drilled into John (Mark 9:39) that winning souls 
to Him was an issue paramount to all others; that 
John was to attend to his own job; that he was 
to hinder in no way the stranger who was also 
working effectively and was to start no contro- 
versy; Christ nowhere even hinting that John and 
the stranger join forces)—with all these factors 
undermining the faith and the interest of our 
young people, why should we wonder when they 
desert the Sunday School? 


A minister who can preach a full gospel from a 
full heart without fear of reprisals born of either 
gray hairs or of guilty consciences in the pew; 
church officers who make it their business—and 
definitely it takes real interest and real effort—to 
earn and hold the friendship of younger ones in 
each generation as it comes along; and a more 
realistic and temperate attitude on the part of re- 


ligious leaders toward all issues subordinate tp 
the one central dynamic in Paul’s life, “Chrig 
sent me * * * to preach the gospel!”—these 
three desiderata would help tremendously to give 
us spiritual perspective and that type of faith we 
must have to hold our eyes steadily on Christ as 
we walk troubled waters today. A ‘revival’ of that 
sort will change the message in our lives. The 
young people will ‘understand’, and in the Sunday 
Schools they will gladly and sturdily build oy; 
church of tomorrow. 


*Elder of the Spring Hill Church, Spring Hill, 
Ala. 


Corrections For Ministerial 
Directory Ready Soon 


A sheet will be issued soon containing correc- 
tions of typographical errors in the Ministerial 
Directory which was published in 1942. Advice 
has been received regarding a few errors, but 
opportunity is given now to have all of them cor. 
rected. Please notify the undersigned of any error 
you may have discovered. No effort will be made 
to supply missing data on this correction sheet. 


A small portion of the edition of the Directory 
is still on hand. Orders may be sent to me. Price: 
$3.50 per copy, postpaid. 


E. C. Scott, Stated Clerk, 
1120 Liberty Bank Building, 
Dallas 1, Tex. 


Wings For The Soul 
No Need To Worry 


They that trust in the Lord shall be as Mount 
Zion, which cannot be removed, but abideth for- 
ever. Psalm 125:11. 


I cannot read the future, and I do not need to 
know 


The things that will befall me as through this 
world I go. 


I have a faithful Guide, and if I always do my 
best, 


I have no need to worry, for God will do the rest 
Let trouble overtake me, let hardship be my lot, 
Let bitter opposition fondest expectations blot. 


No anxious care shall press my soul, no need have 
I to fear; 


And I shall not worry, for God is ever near. 








Hill, 
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Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


Church Woman’s Calendar 


January 1945 
january 1: 
New Year’s. A fresh start, with the upward 
look. 


foreign Mission Study Season opens. 

One day in January: Circle meeting. Topic, 
“Ourselves Ambassadors.” 

One day in January: Auxiliary meeting. Topic, 
“Into The New World.” 


anuary 28: 


Week of Prayer and Self-denial for Foreign 
Missions begins. 


—j»1+> 2a o 












rTec- ANNOUNCING — A NEW 

terial MONTHLY PUBLICATION 

“~ The Auxiliary News Service, quarterly publi- 
: ution, is to be replaced by a publication issued 
n cor- Monthly beginning with April. Order blank for 
error e monthly publication will be sent with the final 
made [psue of the “Auxiliary News Service” the last 
ott: eek in January. 

The new monthly publication will be mailed 
ootery ree every month to every President of local, 
Price: esbyterial and Synedical Auxiliaries and to 

istrict Chairmen. Local Presidents are requested 

p make group subscriptions for members of the 
k, xecutive Board and other Auxiliary members who 
ding, ay desire to subscribe. The price for a single 

bseription for a year is 50c; the price for each 

bscription in a group of three or more sent 

) one address is 25c per year. 

Members of Synodical and Presbyterial Execu- 

¢ Boards are asked to make their subscriptions 

t the monthly publication through their local 

sidents with the Auxiliary group subscription 

hich is offered at 25c per year, or order direct 

m Committee on Woman’s Work at 50c per 
s Mount 


oy : is felt that this new publication will be very 


ul in guiding the women of the Church 
din keeping them informed of special emphases 
lich are of interest to them. 


need to 
——- 2 
ugh this The House Of Many Lamps* 
¢ do my When the sun has set, and darkness has fallen, 
mps are lighted in the quaint white houses 
4 little village in Southern Europe. There is 
the res H#FAtess only in the gray stone church that stands 
» my lot, ® summit of a hill overlooking the town. This 
viet is called “The House Of Many Lamps.” 
1S 


eed have any says that this House of Many Lamps 


ear. 


; t in the Sixteenth Century by an old duke. 
; uke decided to build a church so beautiful 
man would worship as soon as he entered, 


because it would draw him to God. 


At last the day came when all was finished, and 
the duke took his daughter to see it. She admired 
the simple lines, the carving, and the stained- 
glass windows. “But, father,” she said, “where 
are the lamps to hang?” 


“There will be no hanging lamps, my daughter,” 
he replied, “each worshiper will carry his own 
lamp. I have provided small bronze lamps, one for 
every person in the village, up to the number the 
church will hold.” Then he added slowly: “Some 
corner of God’s house will be dark and lonely, if 
all His sons and daughters do not come to worship 
Him at the appointed time.” 


And these words were carved in the stone over 
the doorway: 


Some Corner Of God’s House Will Be 

Dark And Lonely If All His Sons And 

Daughters Do Not Come To Worship 
Him At The Appointed Time 


The years have passed. The bronze lamps have 
been handed down from father to son, and care- 
fully treasured. When the sweet-toned bell of the 
old church rings, the village people went their 
way up the hill, each carrying his own lamp. 


They say the church is always filled, for no 
family wishes its corner to be dark and gloomy. 


“Let us consider one another to provoke unto 
love and to good works: Not forsaking the as- 
sembling of ourselves together.” Heb. 10:24,25. 


*Available in leaflet form from Committee on 
Woman’s Work, Henry Grady Building, Atlanta 3, 
Ga., for 10¢c a dozen; 40c per 100. 


<ti. 


Historical Sketches Of The 
Woman’s Auxiliary 
By Mrs. W. T. Fowler* 


The New Historian 








Miss McGaughey’s Report for the year ending 
March 31, 1930, states: 

“Mrs. W. T. Fowler of Lexington, Ky., was ap- 
pointed during the past year to serve as General 
Historian of Woman’s Work. Her first service was 
the preparation of the leaflet, ‘Duties of the His- 
torian’ which is finding a large usefulness. Through 
letters and Church paper and Survey articles she 
is beginning to get in touch with Auxiliary, Pres- 
byterial and Synodical Historians to whom she 
will prove an invaluable help.” 


Rapid Growth 


In 1931 the annual report said, “The Historian 
of Woman’s Work, Mrs. W. T. Fowler, reports 
most encouraging returns from the Presbyterial 
Historian’s Blank prepared and sent out this year. 
They indicate that the women are making progress 
in this service of collecting, recording and evalu- 
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ating events of historical interest. She has had 
throughout the year other evidences of growth in 
this field of work.” 


At first a goal was set to have historians ap- 
pointed or elected in all Presbyterial and Synodical 
Auxiliaries. This, when attained, was to be 100%, 
‘ and in turn local historians in every auxiliary. 

Manifestly this could be only a first milestone al- 
‘though we dignified it by the term “goal”. 


In 1931, there were 81 Presbyterial Historians 
- reported, with 1,396 locals. Of these 914 had col- 
lected data; 788 had written part of their his- 
tories; 273 had historical programs. 


In the questionaires sent out such questions as 
these were asked of Presbyterial Historians: Has 
the history of your Presbyterial been compiled? 
To this 44 answered “Yes”; 13, “No”; and 6, 
“Partly”. Are you adding to it year by year? To 
this, 69 answered “‘Yes’’; 1, “No”; and 2, “Partly” 
or equivocal; Was work presented definitely at 
Presbyterial and Group conferences? 54 replied 
“Yes”; 17, “No”; and 8, “At one or the other.” 


In the report of that year, given to the Presby- 
terial President’s Conference, following correspon- 
dence with historians and Dr. S. M. Tenney, it was 
found that there were two Presbyterials that were 
rated 100% by having a historian in every local 
auxiliary. These were Atlanta (Ga.) with 63 locals 
and Bluestone (W. Va.) with 17; while North 
Mississippi, with 25, was only one short of the 
goal. The work of gathering and weaving together 
the threads that would connect Synodical, Presby- 
terial and local auxiliary historians was thus 
begun. To this was added plans to link the work 
with that already accomplished before 1929. The 
task was to unify, strengthen and extend the work. 


Therefore, during the first two years the Gen- 
eral Historian’s work was largely a survey of the 
situation and most of the heavy correspondence 
entailed was directed toward this end. 


Along with the survey of the work went prayer, 
study and the much-appreciated cooperation of 
Presbyterial and Synodical presidents, as well as 
that of historians already at work. 


Soon, Bethel, Norfolk, Lexington and Augusta 
had 100% of appointed or elected historians. 


First Synodical to report 100% was W. Va. 
while Florida lacked only one or two and Missouri 
three, with Arkansas well up. 


The working historians realized that this was 
only a start in a long race. Inevitably some drop- 
ped out, there were weak spots, there was much to 
learn in facts, events, incidents, dates, and still 
more in methods of presentation. 


Gradually some names stood out above the oth- 
ers, and we find these in the second report, given 
July 1932: Mrs. A. D. Calhoun, S. C.; Mrs. W. M. 
Rowland, Ga.; Mrs. M. Lauderbach, Ky.; Mrs. A. 
R. McBurney, La.; Mrs. Gordon W. Woody, W. 
Va.; also, Mrs. J. N. Stuart, Arkadelphia, Ark.; 
Mrs. R. P. Smith, Asheville, N. C.; Mrs. Clara Mc- 
Pherson, Fla.; Mrs. W. M. Everett, Ga.; Mrs. 
Mary G. Groves, Central Miss.; Mrs. Sallie R. 
Burgess, Enoree; Mrs. D. M. MacVean, Green- 
brier; Mrs. J. F. F. Cassell, Lexington, Va.; Mrs. 


S. G. Saney, S. C.; Miss Margaret Gist, S. C.; Mrs, 
J. H. Carnahan, Washburn, Ark.; Mrs. S. Snod- 
grass, Winchester, Va.; Mrs. K. M. Thomas, Athens, 
Ga.; Mrs. White M. Ryland, Mrs. W. D. Ryburn, 
Abingdon; By 1936 were added Mrs. C. P. Nash, 
W. Va.; Mrs. D. B. Cobbs, Mobile; Mrs. Taylor, 
Birmingham. 


Since that time interest has so increased and 
the historians so multiplied it becomes increas- 
ingly difficult to single out special historians to 
mention. 


There are now far more than one half of our 
historians doing distinguished work. The increase 
in knowledge of data and the improvement in 
methods is almost unbelievable. Some of this can 
be traced to the searching questions asked year 
by year. Most of it to the sharpened interest and 
alert mentality of the various women at work. 


In a summary of the number of historians 1932 
exceeded 1931 by 279 and 1933 exceeded 1932 by 
205. Among the causes for this were the interest 
in the celebration of the twentieth anniversary of 
the Auxiliary; co-operation of the Curator of the 
Historical Foundation; the concerted effort of his- 
torians everywhere; the effort made by the Gen- 
eral Historian. 


Tendencies noted during these formative years 
were: Anniversary celebrations of churches and 
auxiliaries; growing interest in research; growing 
knowledge of the benefits of deposit in the Foun- 
dation; increased activity of historians; continual 
increase in numbers; concrete expression of ful- 
me dreams in completed histories ready to be 

ed. 


In 1932 the annual report spoke of “Progress 
in Historical Work” and stated: “Under the leader- 
ship of Mrs. W. T. Fowler, Historian of the Com- 
mittee of Woman’s Work, a most interesting 
course of study entitled, ‘Women and Kingdom 
Growth,’ was promoted last summer during the 
Auxiliary Training School at Montreat. This class 
proved most popular and has been made one of 
the regular courses in the Auxiliary Training 
School curriculum.” 


“A conference for discussion of matters relating 
to historical data was arranged with Mrs. Fowler, 
Mrs. Winsborough, and the Secretary of Woman's 
Work, last May in St. Louis, at which time valu- 
able records were turned over in person by Mrs. 
Winsborough to the Historian. These were for- 
warded to Montreat and have been deposited with 
Dr. Tenney in the Historical Foundation in locked, 
steel files, especially purchased for this purpose.” 


“Another item of historical interest was the 
presentation of two pictures during the Woman’s 
Advisory Committee meeting last summer; the one 
of Mrs. D. A. McMillan, former Treasurer of the 
Department of Woman’s Work; and the other of 
Miss Jennie Hanna, the latter being presented by 
the Central Church of Kansas City, Mo. These 
were placed in the Historical Foundation together 
with the picture of Mrs. W. C. Winsborough, our 
pioneer Secretary of Woman’s Work. 


“One very significant mark of progress in the 
historical department of our work has been the 
notable contribution to our historical data as 
made by Mrs. Winsborough through a series of 
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articles which she has prepared recently. These 
will not only prove invaluable documents for the 
Historical Foundation, especially since they are 
written by the one who was most in touch with 
the development and growth of Woman’s Work 
during the past twenty years, but they are proving 
a distinct help in all the plans for the observance 
at Montreat this summer of the twentieth anni- 
versary of the organization of the form of Wo- 
man’s Work.” 


The valuable collection of data preserved by 
Mrs. Winsborough was filed by me during the 
Training School, 1932. 


A number of changes in personnel are to be 
noted, between 1932 and 1934, along with ques- 
tions of shifting and the discussion of terms of 
office. Altogether it was a time to consider the 
status of the historians in every way. So that it is 
small wonder that a burning question was whether 
the historian was to be considered a member of 
the Executive Board of Officers or rated as a 
Cause Secretary. This went deeper than many 
could see at the time. Far from being immaterial 
it was a test of the stability of the office and its 
relative importance. Dr. S. M. Tenney never for a 
moment ceased to push the matter, and it is of 
little moment that many yielded the point, con- 
sidering it of no importance. Suffice it to say, the 
point was yielded and there is now no argument 
against the historian as a member of the group of 
officers. 


In July, 1934, sixteen synodical historians were 
reported; 84 presbyterial and 2,117 local his- 
torians. This showed an increase of 237 over the 
previous year and a total increase of 721 in the 
four to five years since 1929-1930. 


This was a remarkable growth. It is interesting 
to note that when the general historian began 
work there were approximately 1,000 historians of 
local auxiliaries, with about 400 (perhaps more) 
added the first year. This number of 1,000 was 
due to the consecrated efforts of Synodical and 
Presbyterial Historians during the period after 
the appointment of such historians. 


In 1934 a number of “Schools of Methods” were 
noted. In the Presbyterial of Lexington, Va. 
(Sept. 18, 1933), Mrs. W. W. Sproul and Mrs. 
C. M. Hanna were added to the Presbytery’s Com- 
mittee on Religious Education. 


Virginia Synod, September 12, 1933, added the 
Synodical President and Secretary of Religious 
Education to Synod’s Committee and recommended 
that the Presbyteries do likewise. 


In West Virginia, Charleston Presbyterial was 
a pioneer when at Mount Hope, for the first time, 
the Presbyterial President and Historian were al- 
lowed to make their report to that body. Confer- 
ences of Business Women’s Circles were reported. 


_This year of 1933-34 marked the celebra- 
tion of: 


g — year of Presbyterian organization in 


100th year of Scripture distribution in China 
by American Bible Society; 


120th year of The Christian Observer; and many 
anniversaries of churches throughout the bounds 
of General Assembly. 


Fourteen Presbyterials reported 100 percent i 
local historians: Athens; Albemarle; Bluestone; 
Brownwood; Charleston; Cherokee; Greenbrier; 
Knoxville; Mobile; Ouachita; Pee Dee; Pine Bluff; 
Washburn; West Texas. 


In 1935 an “historical program” was added to 
the year book—and such programs were made 
available to Auxiliaries. The report for that year 
states: 


“In regard to the Assembly’s recommendation 
requesting the deposit of early and current records 
and minutes with the Historical Foundation we are 
glad to record the fact that this has been definitely 
urged for some time by our Committee, and the 
response has been most gratifying. Mrs. W. T. 
Fowler, Historian of Woman’s Work, has set a 
goal for the Auxiliary Historians to be reached 
by 1936: ‘A history of every Synodical, every 
Presbyterial, and every local church and its agen- 
cies, all in proper form for permanent service and 
on file in the archives of the Historical Foundation, 
Montreat, N. C.’ The historians have shown great 
interest in accomplishing the task and their re- 
ports indicate a marked growth in this phase of 
the work. We record our appreciation of the un- 
tiring, voluntary service of Mrs. Fowler rendered 
so joyfully and efficiently in behalf of this 
cause.” 


The report of 1935 made in a talk to Presby- 
terial Presidents, occupied thirty minutes, the 
longest time of any heretofore given. The number 
of historians estimated at 2,200, a less gain than 
usual because we were approaching the goal. 
The gain altogether in numbers has more than 
doubled in six years. 


The number of 100% Presbyterials was 23; 
while 13 lacked only one. All Synodicals and all 
Presbyterials had historians. The resume of Wom- 
an’s Work done by women and placed in the 
Historical Foundation showed that we already had 
more material about Woman’s work than any 
historical society of any kind. 


*General Historian of Woman’s Work Com- 
mittee. 
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“Our Mountain Work” 
Asheville Presbytery 


Asheville Presbytery lays claim to having the 
oldest presbyterial paper in the General Assembly, 
and ascribes credit to the vision of the Rev. R. F. 
Campbell, D. D., pastor-emeritus of the First Pres- 
byterian Church of Asheville. 


Our Mountain Work, a monthly publication de- 
voted to the work of the Presbyterian Church in 
eleven Western North Carolina counties, was first 
published in December, 1910. Except for a short 
break in 1925, due to shortage of funds, and 
failure to issue a few monthly numbers, it has 
made a continuous publication record. 
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This paper was first proposed in 1901, the 
following being recorded in the Minutes of the 
Home Mission Committee on March 5, 1901; “Dr. 
Campbell presented a new cause to the Commit- 
tee, in whish he purposes starting a paper for the 
purpose of keeping our work before the public; 
to be run jointly by the First Church and the 
Committee; Dr. Campbell will edit it for the 
Church, and Rev. R. P. Smith for the Committee. 
On motion, the Committee agrees to support its 
part of the paper.” 


Formal authorization of the paper is reflected 
in the reference in the Minutes of April 22, 1909, 
to the late Rev. R. P. Smith, D. D., the pioneer 
home mission leader of the presbytery, as follows: 
“Rev. R. P. Smith was empowered to get up a 
monthly paper and to edit and issue this paper at 
once. Dr. Campbell and Rev. Smith appointed to 
select the name for this paper. 400 copies to be 
issued, not to cost over $100 a month.” 


At that time The Mountain Orphanage was five 
years old, and there was a real need for a pro- 
gram promoting this work, as well as other phases 
of the work. Dr. Smith was the founder of The 
Mountain Orphanage—now located three miles 
west of Black Mountain, N. C. 


One of the regrets of the Home Mission Commit- 
tee of the Presbytery is that so many early copies 
of Our Mountain Work are missing from our files. 


Jom, 1945 


A few of these numbers are available thro 
Spence Library, Union Theological Seminary, Ri¢i, 
mond, Virginia. 


This brief statement is being published in oy 
church papers for three reasons. The first is , 
honor the vision of Dr. Campbell, who first pro. 
posed it. The second is to invite correspondene 
from any source that can show any presbyter 
paper of earlier date. The third is to geek gj 
possible help to complete the files of Our Moy 
tain Work for our office, for The Historical Foy, 
dation at Montreat, and for Spence Library, 


We need the following copies: Sept. 1911; Fe 
1912; Feb., Apr., June, July, Aug., Sept., 1914 
Feb., Mar., May, June, July, Aug., 1915; Jay 
June, July, Sept., Oct., Nov., Dec., 1916; Jan 
rene June, July, Aug., Sept., Oct., Nov., Dee 


All numbers for the years 1918-1933 are need 
ed. We have a few occasional numbers and nee 
duplicates of these. In addition, we need the Maret 
a the March, 1935, and August, 1935, nun 

ers. 


Any person or persons able to supply one « 
more of these missing numbers will render a gre 
service by sending them to: Rev. R. E. McClur 
Editor, 409 Wachovia Building, Asheville, N. C. 





Preparations For The Evangelistic Crusade 
By H. H. Thompson, D.D., Director* 


The six weeks period of March 4th through 
April the 15th has been set aside as a season “of 
intensive evangelistic effort in every church” of 
our Assembly. This is done with the hope that 
it may be a time of very fruitful effort and that 
means of fruitfulness used at this season may be 
adopted for a continuing evangelistic emphasis in 
our churches. 


It is well to refresh our minds with blessings 
that come from special services. The most im- 
portant of these is people are saved. Possibly next 
in importance, is believers are revived and re- 
minded anew of what the major task of the church 
is. Special seasons of preaching and praying create 
an atmosphere in which God’s own are more dis- 
posed to seek the lost and in which the unsaved are 
more responsive to appeals in their behalf. Thus 
we are in better position to claim the power of 
the Holy Spirit to make witnesses of the “ye” and 
to convict and convert sinners. 


Prayer 


Great revivals have always begun and continued 
with earnest supplication and intercession. It is 
fitting in these war days to quote from Dr. Ben 
R. Lacy’s book, Revivals in the Midst of the Years, 
as he speaks of the revivals in the Confederate 
Army: “Public fasts and prayers were ordered by 
the government and by the church courts, these 
following each other in rapid sequence ... much 
private prayer at home ... prayer meetings were 


a feature of the camps. The church courts at hon 
and the chaplains’ meetings on the front 
largely devoted to prayer.” It is little cause f 
surprise that we hear the following, “The Ho 
Spirit was given in power and great groups of s 
diers from time to time gave their hearts to t 
Lord. “How long before we claim the same pow 
in the same manner? 


A sister denomination launching out upon 
tremendous crusade of like character is calll 
upon its people for “contrition, confession, 
consecration of self, substance and service wh 
to the Lord.” Dr. Frank Price, former Moderat 
of our Church and beloved missionary is pleadi 
with our church to turn to God in prayer. 
Committee on Evangelism is encouraging 
urging covenant prayer and offering a covél 
ecard to that end. Let us advance on our knees 


Responsibility Lists 


Definiteness of purpose is always wise procedil 
Individual prospects are just as essential for % 
winning as for selling life insurance. Few of 
unchurched are attending our services, 0 
tend our special services unless we go after i 
Lam in his book, Won by One, calls attention 
the fact that of the 40 people whom Jesus het 
specific cases, only six came for themselves ¥2 
twenty or more were brought by others. He 
reasons that even so the vast majority of ¥ 
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who get to Christ now are brought. And they are 
usually brought singly, individually. 


For long years our Presbyterian Church enjoyed 
a rather satisfying growth chiefly from its home 
grown constituency. It isn’t so today; it has been 
estimated that if we rely upon our homes to propa- 
gate our church that in three generations we will 
be only a third of our present numerical strength. 
And since when has our Lord called upon us to 
merely hold our own? Instead isn’t He calling 
upon us to “launch out?” to “lengthen our cords 
and strengthen our stakes?” to “Go forward?” 
There are unsaved people on every hand. For any 
minister, or church to say there are no people 
available for their church is as absurd or tragic, 
as one has expressed it, “to walk through a forest 
and say one could find no wood, or to sail upon 
the ocean and say he could find no water.” This 
isa great day to be alert for prospects for Christ 
and to consider them prospects for our church 
also. 


Effective ways of securing the names for our 
responsibility list is to study the church and Sun- 
day School rolls closely for those who are already 
related to our church, to keep a visitor’s register 
at the church door or cards in the pew, to secure 
from our schools the names of those not in Sunday 
School, to make a survey of the community, to 
arrange with the public utilities to furnish us the 
names of new people to the community and to 
keep our ears and eyes and hearts open to types 
of living that say, “No God!” 


Personal Contacts 


Several conferences recently held in the Synod 
of Arkansas voted hearty approval of the sug- 
gestion that each one present seek to contact at 
least one prospect each week. A minister whom 
God has richly blessed in conducting evangelistic 
services makes it a condition of assisting that he 
be sent some time in advance a list of those in 
whom the pastor and people are interested. This 
means he can be seeking God’s blessing upon them, 
and it also means the home church can be pray- 
ing and working definitely. Still another effec- 
tive worker in winning people to Christ in his 
ministry writes a well prepared and prayed-over 
letter to couples in his church, well in advance of 
the series of meetings, asking each couple to accept 
responsibility for one other couple, to visit them, 
invite or bring them to church, to manifest interest 
In them and to ask God to lead them to do that 
Which may lead them to become Christians. This 
minister’s testimony after years of such experience 
is that the letter gets a better response than a 
Personal request and that many sincere members 


i respond to an appeal that is limited and 
definite, 


A visitor to a church that has the phenominal 
— of having received into its membership ten 
~ousand people in sixteen and one-half years was 
impressed with hearing the minister state, while 
Teceiving quite a number into his church one eve- 
ung, that every one of them had been approached 
Previously for Christ and the church. The per- 
‘onal interest and touch practically assure readi- 
hess to accept Christ. 





The Preaching 


“But who is to do the preaching in evangelistic 
services?” is a qeustion too often asked. Any min- 
ister who has had college and seminary training, 
whose heart is “strangely warmed” with God’s 
marvelous love knows how to lift up Christ and 
plead for souls. Occasionally the pastor should do 
the preaching, sometimes a neighboring minister 
should be called in. The specialist is not necessary. 


The range of themes that will attract is wide in 
these dark days. People are interested in hearing 
a “Thus Saith the Lord” concerning many vital 
topics. This obtains in a large measure for the 
sinner as well as the saint. Many people would like 
to know if God is concerned with what is happening 
in the world, and if He is doing anything about 
it. So such themes as God’s Providence, also How 
to Be Saved, Assurance of Salvation, The Im- 
mediate State of Our Dead, Will There Be Recog- 
nition in Heaven? and The Source of Comfort are 
those that will get a hearing today and will fur- 
nish a doctrinal basis for a strong appeal for the 
acceptance of Jesus Christ. Arrangements for the 
preaching should be made well in advance so the 
minister’s preparation may be in process that he 
may turn the hearts of men to the Lord. 


Faith and Expectancy 


“According to thy faith be it unto thee” is the 
measure of God’s blessings offered. So an alert 
committee representing every department of the 
church, should be selected now so that they may 
pray and work with the pastor in seeking to en- 
list the entire membership “ to attempt great 
things for God and expect great things from God.” 
Also a selected group should be enlisted in every 
church and given some practical training making 
use of such helps as “Experiences in Witnessing,” 
by George Irving, “New Testament Evangelism,” 
by W. C. Smith, or the Manual offered by the As- 
sembly’s Committee on Evangelism. 


*529 North State Street, Jackson, Miss. 
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THE MEMORIAL SERVICE 
By Andrew Watterson Blackwood 


Published by Westminster Press, Philadelphia, 
Pa. Price, 25c. 


With casualties of war increasing, every pastor 
sooner or later will be requested to conduct me- 
morial services. To assist the pastor in this service, 
Dr. Blackwood has prepared this little booklet 
suggesting the order of service for such a pro- 
gram and giving some practical suggestions tc 
make this service effective and comforting. He 
points out how this service should resemble a 
funeral and also how the two differ. He makes i 
clear that this ministration ought to be Christian 
and the pastor should first of all pray for the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit in arranging such a 
service. This is a needed and valuable supplement 
to “The Funeral” published by the same author 
not long ago. —John R. Richardson. 
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Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Young People’s Emphasis 
For February 


A Christian Code Of Conduct 


God does not want people who keep a certain 
set of rules and regulations that are called right 
and religious; God wants a certain kind of people 
upon whom He can depend. 


C. S. Lewis, in his book, “Christian Behavior,” 
uses an illustration that we can do well to keep in 
mind as we approach our topic this month. Lewis 
says that the Christian life is like a convoy of 
ships crossing the ocean. If this convoy is to fulfill 
its purpose and arrive at its destination three 
things must be true: (1) Each ship must have a 
good engine that has the power to take it across; 
(2) each ship must keep its own course and not 
collide with other ships; and (3) there must be a 
master plan that tells all the ships where they are 
going and where each is to find its place. When we 
apply this illustration to the Christian life we 
would say that every individual must have within 
his own heart and life a good powerhouse that will 
make him do right, he must be able to work with 
people in the church and in the world in a way 
that builds up instead of tearing down, and he 
must find his personal place of service and his 
place with reference to others in the Bible which 
is the Word of the living God. 


Our committee has given us for the month of 
February the theme, “A Christian Code Of Con- 
duct,” and we can outline our study of the topics 
with this illustration as a background. The first 
topic will have to do with our own inner power- 
house, our relationship to the Lord. The second 
and third programs will have to do with how we 
may keep on our course of living without colliding 
with others. And the fourth will have to do with 
the plan and purpose of God for each of us, the 
plan and purpose that show where we are going as 
a body of Christians and where each one of us 
fits into the picture. 


Here are four suggested topics that will carry 
out that idea: 


1. Not A Code But A Character. 

2. Keeping On The Beam. 

3. What God Demands He First Bestows. 
4. How Can I Tell Right From Wrong? 


First Sunday: Not A Code But A Character. 


Introduction 


Christianity has much in common with the other 
religions of the world. Christianity has many 
forms of worship that are similar to those of other 
religions, it has many ideas within its theology 
that are the exact counterpart of the theology in 
other faiths, and it meets many parallels in other 
religions to its great codes of conduct as the Ten 


Commandments and the Sermon on the Mount. 
But Christianity has two things to give to men 
that no other religion can give. These two things 
are position with God and power from God. Let's 
see what this means for us. 


Scripture Lesson 
1. Our Position with God. John 1:11-13. 


a. A Person Received—as many as received 
Him. 

b. A Right Conferred—to be called the chil- 
dren of God. 

ec. An Act of Faith Exercised—who believe 
on His name. 


d. A Supernatural Birth Experienced—who 
were born ... of God. 


God is a moral Sovereign who demands that we 
be holy even as He is holy and perfect even as 
He is perfect. (Lev. 11:44; Matt. 5:48). But we 
have all sinned and come short of the holiness 
of God; therefore we stand guilty and con- 
demned before God. (Rom. 3:23; 3:19). By na- 
ture our position before God is guilt and con- 
demnation. The Gospel, the Good News, is that 
when we receive the Lord Jesus Christ by faith 
we have the legal right to be called the children 
of God for when we believe we are born from 
above. From that moment we become children 
of God and we stand clear of all guilt. (Rom. 
8:1; John 5:24). No other religion can give this 
change of position before God. All others leave 
man under the condemnation of sin and tell 
him to work his way out the best way he can. 


- Our Power from God. Romans 1:16-17. 


a. The Right Gospel Attitude—I am not 
ashamed. 


1) Not ashamed to trust Him for salva- 
tion. 


2) Not ashamed to confess Him before 
men. 


8) Not ashamed to serve Him sacrifici- 
ally. 


. The Right Gospel Appropriation—Power 
of God unto salvation. 


1) Salvation from the penalty of sin. 
Romans 6:23. 


2) Salvation from the power of sin. 
Romans 6:14. 


3) Salvation some day from very pres 
ence of sin. Phil. 3:20-21. 


. The Right Action—From faith unto faith. 


1) When we believe we are just, right 
eous. 


2) When we live our faith grows, thus 
the just live by faith. 
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The word “power” in the first passage means that 
when we receive Christ we have the legal right to 
be called the Sons of God for God has forgiven us 
and cleansed us. In this next passage another word 
is translated “power.” It is the word from which 
we get the words “dynamite” and “dynamo.” It 
means real, available power. When we believe we 
not only have the legal right to be called children 
of God, but also God gives us the actual power to 
overcome and live in a manner that becomes chil- 
dren of God. 


No other religion offers a Saviour from the guilt 
of sin and provides a power that will make us con- 
quer sin day by day in our lives. In Christ God 
forgives us for the failures of the past and gives 
us the power to not fail again. 


Suggestions For Planning Program 
1. Aim For The Program. 


To see that Christ saves us and builds gen- 
uine, Christ-like characters in us as we trust 
Him and that the Christian ideal is not to do 
something for Christ but to be something be- 
cause of what Christ has done for us. 


2. Materials. 


a. Paul’s experience in Romans 7:15-25 will 
be helpful to illustrate the point. Are 
we not all like Paul? What we want to 
do we don’t do, and what we know we 
ought not to do we do. All of us have 
habits that can be broken only by the 
power of the indwelling Christ. One 
could take this testimony of Paul, and 
then mention a few evils in our lives 
and the lives of others that only Christ 
can cure. 


b. Try and get a hold of the biography of 
one of the great Christians of the past, 
such as D. L. Moody, Hudson Taylor, 
Charles Finney, Mel Trotter, etc. A 
good talk can be made to show what 
they were before they met Christ and 
after they received Him by faith. 


c. After getting over the idea that the Chris- 
tian is not a person who does certain 
things, but one who truly receives the 
Lord Jesus Christ by faith show that to 
live the Christian life is to be like 
Christ, to follow Him. (I. John 2:6; 
Luke 5:27; Mark 1:17). To be a Chris- 
tian is to receive a character, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. To live the Christian life 
is to follow a character, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Our life is not a code but a 
character. 


Outline Of Program 


Hymn: “All Hail The Power Of Jesus’ Name.” 
Opening Prayer. 

Introduction by the Leader. (Use introduction to 
monthly emphasis at opening of this article). 
The Scripture Lesson. (Introduced by leader, using 

introduction to this Sunday’s program). 


First Reader: Our Position Before God As 
Believers. John 1:11-13. 


Second Reader: Our Power From God For 
Living. Romans 1:16-17. 


Talk No. 1: Our Need - Power To Conquer Sin. 
(Use Paul’s experience as recorded in Romans 
7:15-25. 

Talk No. 2: Those Who Have Overcome. (Use ma- 
terial from biography). 

Talk No. 3: How We Should Live. (Walk as He 
walked ... see suggestions above). 

Discussion: If we should walk as He walked how 
did He walk? (See Matt. 4:23; Luke 4:16-21). 

Hymn: “How Firm A Foundation.” 

Closing Prayer. 


Second Sunday: Keeping On The Beam. 


Introduction 


Our giant airliners are able to wing their way 
through the skies over America from one airport 
to another because they ride on a radio beam. 
From the control tower at each airport a radio 
beam is sent out into the air. As the plane comes 
into the radius of that beam it can pick up that 
beam on its receiving set. If the plane gets off the 
course to the right of the beam or to the left of 
the beam the signals grow faint and intermittant. 
But as long as the plane is on its course, right on 
the beam, there is a steady signal that lets the 
pilot know he is where he ought to be. 


We saw last week that the Christian life is not 
merely following a code of conduct, but rather 
the Christian life is receiving the character Christ 
Jesus for salvation and then following Him in our 
day by day life. When we have received the Lord 
Jesus Christ for salvation we want to walk in a 
way that is well pleasing to Him, and in the Bible 
God has given us a radio beam that will tell us 
when we are on the right track and when we are 
going astray. Recently in my town a large army 
bomber crashed into the top of the ridge east of 
town and all its crew were killed. The men in the 
plane were in radio contact with the airport and 
had been told that they were flying too low; but 
the men in the ship did not trust the radio, they 
thought they knew that they were high enough. 
Even so we Christians often may think that we 
are going in a way that is right for us when the 
way is the very way of death. We must not trust 
our own judgment, but we must keep right on 
God’s radio beam, those teachings in His Word 
that tell us how we should live. 


Suggestions For A Program 


It would be very helpful to be familiar with some 
of the great guiding principles of God’s Word 
concerning the way we ought to live day by day. 
Let a different young person be assigned one of 
the portions of Scripture below before the meet- 
ing, let him read the portion, along with some 
comment on it in a good Bible commentary or 
exposition, and then let him read the portion indi- 
cated at the meeting and say a word about it. 


The Scripture Lesson 
1. What God Says We Must Do. Exodus 20:1-20. 


Commandments 1-4. What we owe to God. 


Ona 
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Commandments 5-10. What we owe to our 
fellow man. 


. What God Requires Of Us. Micah 6:6-8. 


a. To do justly—to measure up to God’s 
standard. 


b. To love mercy—to have a heart that feels 
and a hand that helps. 


ec. To walk humbly with God—to have faith 
in God, teachableness before God, and 
obedience unto God. 


. God’s Description Of A Perfect Man. Matt. 5-7. 


. What he is in himself. 5:1-12. 

. What he is to the world. 5:13-16. 

. What he is to the past. 5:17-27. 

. What he is in his relation to his ideal— 
single purpose. 6:1; 7:6. 

. Where he gets his power. 7:7-11. 

. What his rules of life are. 7:12-14. 

. What his fruit is. 7:15-27. 


. God’s Great Commandment And How To Keep 
It. Luke 10:25-37. 


a. Love to God. 

b. Love to man. 

c. Love that is practical, sacrificial in ex- 
pression. 


. God’s Purpose In All Codes Of Conduct. 


a. To show us where we have failed. Rom. 
3:20. 


b. To bring us to Christ for salvation. Gal. 
3:24. 


ce. To cleanse us from our failures. Psalm 
119:9. 


d. To guide in right paths. Psalm 119:105. 


In the first lesson we saw that a man is saved and 
becomes a child of God by faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ and that from that time on he is merely 
seeking to follow Christ. Since this is true we are 
not saved by keeping any law, rules, or religious 
ceremonies, nor do we keep saved by any such. 
What place do they play then in our lives? These 
passages under Heading 5 tell us. These rules 
make up God’s radio beam that tells us when we 
are off God’s course for our lives and when we are 
on. When we are saved by faith we want to walk 
according to God’s will. These reveal God’s will to 
us and thus guide us in the way we want to go— 
and ought to go. 


Program Outline 


Hymn: “Wonderful Words Of Life.” 

Opening Prayer. 

Introduction by the Leader. (Keeping on the 
Beam, above). 

Talks: (Let each one give a little word concerning 
background and some of the implications of the 
passages, then read). 


. Exodus 20:1-17. 
- Micah 6:6-8. 

. Matthew 5:1-12. 
. Luke 10:25-37. 


No. 5. God’s Purpose In Codes Of Conduct, 


(The adult adviser could best give this talk 
since he, or she, should have a more thorough 
grasp of the difference between salvation by 
grace and the Christians’s daily walk). 


Hymn: “How Firm A Foundation.” 
Benediction. 


Third Sunday: What God Demands 
He First Bestows. 


Introduction 


A Christian stands in relation to God exactly as a 
fruit tree stands in relation to the farmer who 
planted it. If a farmer plants an apple tree he 
does not expect to get pears off that tree, nor will 
he ever cut it down and throw it away because it 
does not bear pears. But when he plants an apple 
tree he expects apples and he will cut the tree 
down and throw it away unless it does bear apples. 
When we receive the Lord Jesus Christ God plants 
a certain kind of life within us, and when He has 
He expects us to bring forth the fruit of that 
kind of a life. Let’s follow a trail through Scrip- 
ture and see what God has to say about our be- 
havior. 


The Scripture Trail 
1. What God Demands Of Us. Micah 6:6-8. 


a. Toward others—do justly. 
b. Within ourselves—love mercy. 
ec. Toward God—humble walk. 


. What We Do By Nature. Matt. 15:18-20 and 
12:33-35. 


You are not good or bad by the things that 
you do. 


The things that you do show what you are 
inside. 


. What Happens When We Believe In Jesus 
Christ. John 15:1-3. 


a. Christ is the true source of all life and 
righteousness. 


b. When we believe Christ becomes the root 
of our lives. 


. What God Demands Of Us Who Are In Christ. 
Galatians 5:22-24. 


a. Toward others—love, joy and peace. 


b. Within ourselves — patience, gentleness, 
goodness. 


c. Toward God — faith, meekness, temper 
ance. 


What we do is the fruit of what we are. Before 
we receive Christ we can only bring forth the fruit 
of sin and self. When we believe on Christ God 
has put righteousness and life within us, and hav- 
ing placed these within us He expects the fruit of 
righteousness in us. When that fruit comes forth 
we see in our lives just what God has demand 

of us. But we could never have such fruit had not 
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God first given us the root of it when we believed 
in Christ. Let us never seek to bring forth Chris- 
tian fruit until we have the root planted within 
our hearts by being born above by faith in Jesus 
Christ. But when the root has thus been planted 
we must remember that God by grace has given us 
the root and He demands of us the fruit of Chris- 
tian character and service. 


Program Outline 


Hymn: “O Happy Day” or “My Hope Is Built On 
Nothing Less.” 

Prayer. 

Introduction by the Leader. (Introduction above). 

The Scripture Trail. (Let one read each passage 
and comment). 


No. 1. What God Demands Of Us. 

No. 2. What We Do By Nature. 

No. 3. What Happens When We Believe In 
Christ. 

No. 4. What God Expects Of Us After We 
Believe. 


Discussion: Examine yourselves whether you be in 
the faith. 


A good tree, Christ said, brings forth good 
fruit. What things in your life would make 
people feel you were a child of God? 


A bad tree brings forth bad fruit. What things 
indicate that you have not let Christ fully 
have His way yet? 


Hymn: “More Like The Master I Would Ever Be.” 
Benediction. 


Fourth Sunday: How Can I Tell 
Right From Wrong? 


I used to have a friend who hated Coca-Cola with 
a passion. When we would go into the drug store 
and order “cokes,” she would always say: “The 
Bible says, ‘Thou shalt not drink Coca-Cola.’ ” 
Lev. 22:23. Now it might be nice if it were that 
easy. Supposing every time we had to decide what 
to do or say, or what not to do or say, we would 
turn to a positive reference in the Bible that 
would tell us exactly what to do. It might be easy 
but we would not be much account. 


In the Bible there are things that are set down 
as always and everywhere being wrong. For in- 
stance it is wrong to lie, steal, murder under all 
conditions and in any place. And the Bible tells us 
that under all circumstances the fruit of the 
Spirit—love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, good- 
ness, etc.—are always good. Yet a great part of 
our lives is in between those things that are abso- 
lutely bad and those that are absolutely good. Now 
in that great area where we live most of the time 


how shall we decide what is right and wrong 
for us? 


Our Shorter Catechism tells us that “sin is any 
want of conformity to, or transgression of, the 
law of God.” By this right off we know of 
many things that young people, and older, are 
doing these days that are wrong. But what of 
those not touched in the Scripture? When we have 


been born from above by faith in Christ God gives 
us certain guiding principles, and if we faithfully 
and prayerfully use these guiding principles then 
God will clearly reveal to us what is right and 
what is wrong for us. Let us examine some of 
them. 


Scripture Lesson 


1. Christian witness—not mere morality. I. Cor. 
8:7-13. 


Paul liked a good beefsteak and there was 
nothing wrong with it. But the only good 
steaks to be had were in butcher shops that 
bought their meat from idol temples, meat 
that had been used in heathen sacrifice. This 
hurt Paul’s testimony with the people he was 
trying to win. So he said that if eating meat 
kept him from winning men to Christ he 
would eat no meat. Many young people ask 
me about dancing, movies, card playing, etc. 
They say, “Are these things wrong?” They 
do not come under the heading of absolutely 
right or absolutely wrong. They come under 
this heading of living for the sake of your 
witness rather than for selfish pleasure that 
is not absolutely wrong. No one can answer 
the question for you, but you must seek to 
apply the principle to your own life and de- 
cide the matter. 


2. Neighbor’s good—not personal right. Rom. 
14:13-14, 


We are responsible for our influence; there- 
fore we will not do anything that will cause 
our neighbor to stumble. For instance, many 
good people believe that the Bible teaches 
temperance and not total abstinance as con- 
cerns alcohol. So many of our good people 
will take a cocktail at certain parties. But 
when we realize what alcohol can do to a 
person and how one cocktail is enough to 
start one who has that tendency to becoming 
a hopeless alcoholic then many of us feel 
that when we apply this principle we will 
totally refrain. 


3. God’s glory—not selfish pleasure. I. Corinthians 
10:31. 


We do not live to keep rules but to glorify 
God. God is glorified when souls are saved 
and the power of God manifest in trans- 
formed lives. Thus we will not fritter our 
time away on things that don’t matter and 
thus neglect the thing that matters tre- 
mendously. 


Illustration 


One night little Johnny had eaten too many green 
apples and he fell out of bed in the middle of the 
night. His mother said to him: “Johnny, why in 
the world would a big boy like you fall out of 
bed?” The answer came back quickly: ‘Mother, 
I reckon I was sleeping too close to where I got 
in.” Too many of us receive the Lord Jesus and 
become Christians, and then we try to spend the 
rest of our lives just as close as possible to where 
we got in. We draw a line and say everything to 
the left of this line is wrong and I won’t do them. 
Then we stay just as close as we can to the line, 
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always asking if there are not a few things over 
there that we can still do and be Christians. Why 
not turn our backs on those things that are out and 
out wrong, and those things that are doubtful, 
and seek with all that we are and have to be the 
best possible Christians that we can? There are 
questions about many things, whether they are 
right or wrong. But the best things there are no 
questions. Why not live for them? Who wants to 
be a Christian all their life and die right where 
they got in? 


If you will receive the Lord Jesus Christ by 
faith, yield yourself to Him to be the best Chris- 
tian possible, and then faithfully apply these 
principles of maintaining a respected Christian 
witness, acting always for your neighbor’s highest 
good and for God’s glory you will find that you 
know about almost everything what is right and 
what is wrong. But you must do it. Your parents 
can’t, your preacher can’t, your friends can’t, but 
God holds you responsible to do it. 


Program Outline 


Hymn: “I Am Thine O Lord.” 

Prayer. 

Introduction by the Leader. (Above). 

Talks. (Let one take each Scripture principle, 
read, discuss). 


Discussion. (Let the group choose some problem 
of Christian behavior—and discuss what they 
ought to do in the light of these principles). 

Hymn: “O Jesus I Have Promised.” 

Benediction. 


Thought Progress For The Month 


A person does not become a Christian nor keep 
being a Christian by following any set rules and 
regulations, but a person becomes a Christian by 
receiving the Lord Jesus Christ by faith. When 
one has so received Christ that person is born 
from above and has a righteous life within that 
will seek expression. The great teachings of Scrip- 
ture about how man should behave—such as the 
Ten Commandments and the Sermon on the 
Mount—will help guide the new-born person in 
the right direction. This new-born person is vitally 
related to Christ so the Holy Spirit will produce a 
certain kind of fruit in the life of this believer— 
love, joy, peace, etc. But the question comes as to 
how to express that fruit in the practical rela- 
tions of life where there is no definite word. If we 
will take the teaching of Scripture and then ex- 
amine the situation in the light of our responsi- 
bility to maintain a vital Christian testimony, to 
act always for our neighbor’s highest good and 
for God’s glory we will then live on a true Chris- 
tian plane. 





Sabbath School Lessons For February 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 4 
Jesus’ Concern For All 


Scripture: Matthew 8-9. Devotional reading: 
John 15:15-21. 


Let us look at these two chapters as three 
pictures: (1) Of People (2) Of Christ (3) Of 
Ourselves and our World. 


I. So Many People. 


These chapters begin with “many crowds’— 
“Great multitudes followed Him’’—(8:1)—“Great 
multitudes about Him’—(vs. 18)—‘“The whole 
city’—(vs. 34). “The multitudes”—(9:8)— 
“When He saw the multitudes’”— (9:36). 


These people had many needs. Certain ones 
are singled out from the crowds and then at inter- 
vals we see the crowds again. May we now con- 
sider some of these many people with their va- 
riety of needs. 


The first one is a leper with his unclean body 
and his loathsome disease. He comes with an 
“if”; “If thou wilt”. Jesus touched him and said, 
“I will”. There is a world of 1 ving tenderness and 
compassion in this touch of Jesus upon this “un- 
touchable’’. 


The second, (vs. 5), is not sick himself but has 
a servant who is sick. This centurion exhibits such 
strong faith that the Saviour marvelled and said, 
“I have not found so great faith, no not in Israel.” 


This man is a sort of “first-fruits” of the gather- 
ing of the Gentiles into the Kingdom while the 
children of the Kingdom (the Jews) are cast out. 
The servant is healed from that hour. 


The third is in Peter’s home where his mother- 
in-law is sick with the fever. The healing is so 
instantaneous and thorough that she rises from her 
bed to minister to them. Does this scene not re- 
mind us that Jesus can calm and heal our “fever- 
ish” homes today? 


Then comes a summary, (vss. 16, 17), of the 
eventide gathering of many around the door, devil- 
possessed and sick. This fulfils the prophecy of 
Isaiah: “(Himself took our infirmities, and bare our 
sicknesses.”’ 


The next two men had very imperfect ideas 
about following Christ, and a wrong conception 
of the nature and urgency of the Kingdom of 
God. Their minds, rather than their bodies, were 
sick. The first one evidently thought that to follow 
Christ would be an easy life; the second, that it 
was something which could be postponed. Christ 
made it very plain that it takes sacrifice to fol- 
low One who has “no place to lay His head,” and 
that nothing is more important than an immediate 
response to His call to follow. 


It is the disciples who need Him now, (vss. 23- 
27), as in the midst of the storm they are fearful 
and of “little faith.’ He rebukes them by His 
question, and then rebukes the winds and the sea 
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and “there was a great calm.” “What manner of 
man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey 
Him”? 


The two demoniacs in verses 28-34 are indeed 
in a most desperate and pitiful condition. The 
casting out of these demons and the destroying of 
the swine made a deep and “dreadful” impression 
upon the “whole city” when they came out to 
meet Jesus. They besought Him to depart. There 
are still those who prefer their “Property” to 
having “Persons” saved. 


The healing of the sick of the palsy in 9:1-8 is 
full of beautiful lessons. The expression “their 
faith” is an encouragement to all who try to bring 
their friends to Jesus. “Thy sins be forgiven thee” 
would teach us that back of sick bodies are sin- 
sick souls, and that the healing of the soul is the 
more important of the two. The whole incident 
makes it clear that the Great Physician has the 
power, (ie. right or authority) to forgive sins. 
Have we come to Him for that forgiveness? 


The calling of Matthew and the feast that fol- 
lowed, (vss. 9-13), reveal still more of the Great 
Physician’s love for sinners. He answers the 
criticism of the Pharisees in a simple and clear-cut 
way. His attitude and His answer have encouraged 
multitudes of outcast sinners to come to Him and 
have helped us all to try and “make the message 
clear and plain—Christ receiveth sinful men.” 


The disciples of John come with their question 
and Jesus shows them that there is a “newness” 
about the Gospel which cannot be confined in the 
“old” forms and ceremonies of Judaism. No one 
who has honest difficulties and questions need 
fear bringing them to Christ. 


Mark 5:22-43 gives details of the next two 
miracles and should be read to fully understand 
this shorter account of Matthew. In the raising 
of Jairus’ daughter we see the power of Jesus over 
death, and in the healing of the woman with the 
issue of blood the contrast between the Divine 
Doctor and earthly doctors. Luke tells us that “she 
had spent all her living upon physicians, neither 
could she be healed of any,” while Mark adds 
that “she was nothing bettered, but rather grew 
worse.” Would that all men might find the “Right 
Physician” for our souls and not spend all we 
have and grow worse doctoring ourselves with 


man-made medicines and _ trusting “Quack” 
spiritual leaders! 


Two blind men have their eyes opened and a 
dumb man possessed of a devil is healed. We get 
an insight into the hearts and minds of the Phari- 
sees as they attribute this latter miracle to the 
prince of the devils. 


These crowds of people with their manifold 
heeds have one great need—Jesus—so we come 
now to our second picture: 


II. So Marvellous A Saviour. 


We see in these chapters the wisdom, power, 
and compassion of Christ—His deep concern for 


all, and His ability to meet every need of every 
one of the “So many people’ who thronged His 
footsteps and crowded around Him everywhere 
He went. 


“The Mighty God” is the name given Him in 
Isaiah and we see the Power of God displayed in 
these miracles—the power to heal, to control wind 
and sea, to cast out devils, to raise the dead, to 
forgive sins. 


We see His Wisdom. He knew the minds and 
hearts of all who came. He could teach, answer 


their questions, set them straight in their think- 
ing. 


We see above all, His compassion. “Moved with 
compassion.” It is summarized for us in verses 35- 
88 of chapter nine. Let us remember: 


(1) What Jesus did. “He went about.” He, the 
Great Physician and Specialist in “all manner of 
sickness and disease,” did not set up an office in 
the city of Jerusalem and wait for people to come 
to Him. No! “He went about all the cities and 
villages.”” Think of the many miles Jesus walked! 


He was busy all the way—teaching, preaching, 
healing. 


(2) What Jesus saw. “He saw the multitudes.” 
There were many other things for Him to see, but 


His eyes of pity were on the men and women and 
children. 


(3) How He felt. He was “Moved with com- 
passion.” Paul says, “let your heart be in your 
work.” The Savior’s heart was in His work! 


(4) What He said. “Pray ye therefore.” These 
crowds, these “So many people,” “So many people 
without a Shepherd,” were a great harvest field 
where workers were needed. 


May we now bring this picture down to our day 
and see: 


III. So Great An Opportunity 
And Challenge! 


In its great essentials the picture has not 
changed. 


We still have the multitudes, “So many people,” 
“So many people without Christ” and with all the 
needs of those who thronged His steps. The crowds 
are still sick—sick of body, of mind, of soul—sin- 
sick. They are still questioning, fearful, unsatis- 
fied, wandering about and falling into the hands 
of the enemy. They have many needs, but one 
great need—Christ. 


Our Savior is the same “So Marvellous Savior,” 
with Power, Wisdom, Compassion. He can meet 
every need of the human race. 


The difference is that we, we Christians, repre- 
sent Him today and have been given the duty and 
privilege of bringing these “So many people” to 
Him and of bringing Him to them. 
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As we “go about” in this sin-cursed world, may 
we have the eyes to see what He saw and the 
heart to feel as He felt and the power to lead 
men to Him! 


Are we concerned for all? 


LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 11 
Jesus And The Twelve 


Scripture: Matthew 10-11. Devotional Reading 
second Tim. 2:1-13. 


“Thou therefore endure hardness,” II. Tim. 2:3, 
is a good verse to keep in mind as we study these 
two chapters. In Chapter 10 we have the disciples 
sent forth and in chapter 11 we have Jesus “de- 
parting thence”. Both Christ and the Twelve had 
to “endure hardness.” 


In 9:38 Jesus had said, “pray”; in 10:5,6,7, He 
says “Go”. In 11:1 He himself goes. Praying is 
fine preparation for “going’’. 


Let us take up some of the verses in our first 
chapter: 


The Twelve Sent Forth 


“He called unto Him his twelve disciples.” These 
men had been picked and trained by Him for this 
work. They were ordinary men with extraordinary 
training. He did not go to the learned, or to the 
religious or political leaders of the day. It is 
sadly true that God often has to pass by those 
who would seem the natural ones to select, and 
call others. D. L. Moody is an outstanding case in 
modern times. 


“He gave them power,” (authority). Here is 
the explanation of their success. Theirs was not 
the power or authority bestowed by men, or of 
superior talents and brains, but His power. Our 
equipment for service must come from Him. 


“Go rather to the lost sheep of house of Israel.” 
To the Jew first is God’s plan. The Jews are not 
a superior race, but the chosen race with great 
privileges. 


In verses 7 and 8 we see that their work was 
to be similar to His—to preach, heal, cast out 
devils, freely giving what had been so freely 
given to them. The Gospel is ours, not to keep, 
but to give. 


“The workman is worthy of his meat,’’ (vs. 10.) 
They that preach the Gospel, live of the Gospel. 
If a man is a real preacher, no one can pay him, 
for the service he renders is far beyond com- 
pensation. He is God’s messenger, with the best 
news for men this world ever heard. It is fitting 


that those whom he blesses should support him 
in his work. 


; In verse 15 we find that severe condemnation 
is pronounced upon those who do not receive 
them. “More tolerable for the land of Sodom and 


Gomorrha”—What about places where the Gospel 
has been preached, not once, but thousands of 
times? 


They were going into a hostile world. “As sheep 
in the midst of wolves.” It is characteristic of the 
Bible to call men of this world, “wild beasts.” In 
Daniel’s visions and in Revelation nations are pic. 
tured as “beasts”. People of the world seem 
hungry for the blood of saints. 


In this “ravenous”? world they were to be “as 
wise as serpents and as harmless as doves.” (Vs, 
16). The serpent was “more subtle” than all the 
beasts of the field; the dove a symbol of gentle- 
ness. We have often forgotten this injunction and 
been very foolish and harsh and even violent in 
our attitude. Paul says: “The servant of the Lord 
must not strive; but be gentle unto all men.” 
(II. Tim. 2:24). 


“Beware of men.” (Vs. 17). Be on our guard 
against men. The world’s hatred for the real Chris- 
tian is still here. If we will not join the world, or 
compromise, but insist on “coming out and being 
separate,” and give a clear-cut testimony for 
Christ, we will suffer persecution. This enmity ex- 
tends even to the family, as converted Jews and 
heathen can testify. 


We need not wonder at this treatment. “The 
disciple is not above his Master.’? They called Him 
names and crucified Him; will they not persecute 
and kill His followers? Certainly our “civilized” 
world of today is the same world as the one Jesus 
and His disciples lived in. 


But while we are to “beware of men,” we need 
not fear men. “The fear of man bringeth a snare.” 
In Verses 26, 28 and 31 we are told to “fear not.” 
Our persecutors cannot touch our souls; they can 
only harm and kill the body. God will take care 
of us—the real man—we are of more value than 
many sparrows. These words must have been a 
comfort and inspiration to thousands of martyrs. 
If we confess Him before men, even by a bloody 
confession, He will confess us before His Father 
in glory. 


Verses 34-36 seem to contradict the mission of 
Christ as the Prince of Peace. Ultimate and ever- 
lasting peace will come to the world through Hin, 
and immediate peace comes to the hearts of those 
who trust Him, but for the time being Christ sep- 
arates the world into “friends” and “foes.” Some- 
times these “foes” are of our own household. His- 
tory proves this. 


Love for Christ must come first. In Verses 37-39 
He issues His Great Challenge to us to surrender 
to Him. This is the only way we can save our 
lives. 


To receive a disciple of Christ is to receive Him 
and be richly rewarded. 


May we sum up this chapter and suggest a few 
questions? 


We too are “sent” into a hostile world. Our 
power for service comes from Him. Let us “be on 
our guard,” but not fear men. May we be “as wise 
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as serpents and as harmless as doves.” 


Is the world still a “beast” under its polish and 
veneer? 


Does the world not despise a compromising 
Christian, even though it profess its love? Why 
does the world persecute Christians? 


In Chapter II we have: Jesus “departing thence,” 
and His continuing ministry to men. 


The first man mentioned is John the Baptist. 
(Vs. 2-15). He seems discouraged and doubtful. 
We need not wonder at this. Perhaps John, like 
the disciples, had a wrong idea of the nature of 
Christ’s work and kingdom. Jesus gently rebukes 
him in Verse 6 after giving His answer in the pre- 
ceding verses. When the two messengers departed 
Jesus pronounces His eulogy of John. This is mag- 
nificent praise coming from lips that never flatter- 
ed, but always spoke the truth. 


Verses 16-19 give a realistic picture of “this 
generation” and of any generation. Nothing 
pleases or suits those who will not be pleased. 
People found fault with Jesus and John in that 
day; they find fault with a Billy Sunday or a 
“Quiet Talk Gordon” in our day. If a preacher 
weeps like Jeremiah, he is sentimental and 
“womanish”; if he is rugged like Elijah, he is 
harsh and unpolished. 


How the people of America should read and 
ponder the next few words! (20-24). Just substi- 
tute “America” for Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Ca- 
pernaum, and some of our heathen nations for 
Tyre, Sidon and Sodom, and the lesson is plain! 
To sin against great light and knowledge is awful 
sin. Woe unto thee, America! 


In the prayer of Jesus in Verses 25-26 and the 
comment in Verse 27 we see God’s part in Salva- 
tion—His sovereign electing love and grace. He 
“hides” or “reveals”; He chooses or passes by. 


In the Great Invitation of Verses 28-30 we see 
our part. Our part is to come. Come all who are 
weary; come, find rest! 


May we not stumble or cavil at electing grace, 
but accept His great invitation, for we know that 
He will in no wise cast out any who come. 

A few closing questions: 


Do people become “Gospel-Hardened?” Is there 
a place of greater light in the world than 
America? What will our condemnation be like? 
ag 4 you accepted the Great Invitation and come 
0 Him? 


LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 18 
Treasures Of The Kingdom 


Scripture: Matthew 12-14. Devotional Reading: 
Phil. 3:7-14, 


* From Phil. 3:7-14 we get Paul’s idea of the 
Treasures of the Kingdom.” Christ, to him, was 
the Great Treasure. To win Him, to know Him, to 
be in Him. All else he counted but “refuse.” 


Keeping this thought in mind, and also th¢ 
many striking contrasts in these chapters betweer 
good and bad people, good and bad “seed,” gooc 
and evil “treasures,” let us center our attentior 
on Chapter 13, using Chapter 12 as a sort of in. 
troduction and Chapter 14 as a_ conclusion’ 
(Please read and re-read these chapters and kee; 
your Bibles open as we call attention to a few of 
the outstanding lessons.) 


Introduction—Chapter 12 


The value of man is emphasized in Verses 1-21 
Even the Sabbath Day was made for man. The 
Son of man is Lord of the Sabbath Day, not tc 
abrogate, but to make the day a richer and fulle 
blessing to man. Works of “necessity and mercy’ 
are to be done on that day. If He is “Lord’’, He 
has the right to change it from the seventh to the 
first day, which, we believe, is the Christian Sab- 
bath, the Lord’s Day. Even bruised reeds and 
smoking flax and Gentiles are of value to Him! 


Can we not see in this chapter how “an evil 
man out of the evil treasure of his heart bringeth 
forth evil things’? The evil hearts of the Phari- 
sees led them to criticize, to take counsel, to 
blaspheme, to commit the “Unpardonable Sin.” 
They spoke from their hearts, and their hearts 
were full of evil. Into their “empty, swept, and 
garnished” hearts had come foul spirits. Helen 
Montgomery calls this, “The peril of the empty 
heart.” 


From this “wicked generation” Jesus was seek- 
ing treasure—those, like the disciples who would 
become members of the family of God—those who 
would “do the will” of His Father. 


The “Treasure Chapter” 
Chapter 13 


In Verses 1-9 we have the parable of the Sower 
(or Soils), and in 18-23 Jesus’ interpretation. The 
thought which is most prominent is not the Sower 
or the Seed, but the Soils, the four different kinds 
of soil. It is a wonderful thing to have a good 
heart. (Let us think of those terrible hearts in 
Chapter 12) A hard heart, a shallow heart, a heart 
infested with thorns, is “trash” and worse than 
trash. It takes the Spirit of God to soften and 
break up and cleanse our hearts. A heart pre- 
pared by the Spirit is a treasure indeed and 
can receive the rich treasures of the Kingdom— 
Christ and the Word and the untold blessings of 
God’s grace. 


The unregenerate heart is deceitful above all 
things and desperately wicked. Hearts that are 
waxed gross and ears dull of hearing and closed 
eyes will neither understand or receive, or profit 
by the sowing of the Word. (See questions 89 and 
90 in the Shorter Catechism). “Everybody has an 
ear—in fact, everybody has two ears’—let us in- 
deed take heed how we hear the Word. 


May we pause for a personal question? Whai 
sort of heart have I? What sort of ears? Is there 
“treasure”, or “trash” in my heart? 


In the parable of the Tares (24-30) and its 
interpretation (36-43) we have the good and bad 
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“Seed” or “the children of the Kingdom” and “the 
children of the wicked one.” What a contrast be- 
tween “treasure” and “trash’’! The world has both 
kinds today. “Ye are of your father, the devil,” 
said Jesus to the unbelieving Jews. These are plain 
words. They upset the notion so prevalent in our 
time of the Fatherhood of God and the Brother- 
hood of Man. It is only in a very broad, or shall 
we say, restricted sense, that this is true. 


While God allows this trash to remain in the © 


world and grow along with His children, the 
time of separation is coming surely, dreadfully. 
The tares, the children of the wicked one, the 
trash, will be burned in a furnace of fire. (See 
Rev. 20:10-15). The treasure, the children of th: 
King, the righteous, shall shine forth as the sun in 
the Kingdom of their Father. (Rev. 22:1-6). 


To which class do we belong? 


In Verse 44, the parable of the treasure hid in 
the field, we see the immense value of the King- 
dom. All we have in the world would be a small 
price to pay for Christ and Salvation, and the “all 
things” we have through Him. We know these 
blessings cannot be bought. They are “without 
money and without price.” We are never to press 
an illustration beyond its purpose. There is no 
thought here of our buying these things, but only 
the tremendous value of the Kingdom. Seek first 
the Kingdom! 


The parable of the Pearl of great price is very 
similar. (45-46)). There are many good and 
beautiful things in the world, but no earthly pearl 
is to be compared to the Kingdom of God. Here 
we have the “unsearcheable riches of Christ”; He 
is God’s unspeakable gift; “In Him are hid all 
the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” 


Is this treasure, this pearl, ours? If not, we are 
paupers even though we own half the world. 


The parable of the Net is somewhat like that 
of the Tares (Vs. 47-50). The idea of the good 
and bad being together for awhile, then being 
separated, is the main thought. Christ would keep 
us ever mindful of the coming day of judgment. 
Are men thinking much of the Judgment Day? 


The question in Verse 51 is well worth ponder- 
ing. “Have ye understood all these things?” The 
disciples said, “Yes”. Can we say the same? Only 
as the Spirit enlightens us. 


It is a great thing to understand the Bible. (Vs. 
52) Our minds and hearts become a treasure house 
of things new and old and we can bring these 
treasures forth for the blessing of our fellow men. 


The Conclusion 
Chapters 13:33 - 14:36. 


In the remainder of Chapter 13 the hard, un- 
believing heart is shown again in the reaction of 
the people of His own country. How unbelief 
blinds us and causes us to be offended by Christ. 
What about our unbelief today? Is this not the 
reason for our failure as a church? 


No greater contrast could be found than that 
between the two men in Verses 1-12 of Chapter 
14. Herod, the man on the throne, wicked, coward- 
ly—part of the trash of this world; John the 
































Baptist, in prison, beheaded—part of the tre 
of the Kingdom—none greater. This often 
pens today. Hitlers on thrones; preachers in Prison 

We close with some beautiful examples of Jes 
compassion. Among the multitudes He is see 
treasure. He fed their bodies that He might finj 
their souls. He went to the disciples on th 
troubled sea that He might bring peace to their 
troubled hearts. 


To touch Him—to be touched by Him— mean 
that trash is changed to treasure. “As many 
touched were made perfectly whole”. (Vs, 36) 
He is the heavenly alchemist. 

Have you touched Him? Have you been touche 
by Him? 


LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 28 
Jesus The Son Of God 


Scripture: Matthew 16-17. Devotional Reading 
II. Peter 1:12-18. Special Scripture: Matt. 16:13. 
28, 17:1-9. 


We will confine our thinking to this Special 
Scripture and its relation to our main Topic 
Jesus, the Son of God,—and the Devotional Read. 
ing which contains Peter’s comment on the moun 
tain-top vision. There are two great events ir 
these passages: (1) The Confession of Peter ané 
the Saviour’s words following this confession. (2) 
The Revelation of Christ’s Sonship on the mount 
of Transfiguration. 


The 
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Introduction 

The opposition to Jesus on the part of the re 
ligious leaders was growing. Three classes of Jews 
Pharisees, Saducees, and Herodians, though nor 
mally hating each other, had combined thei 
forces. In the opening verses of Chapter 16 Chris 
warns His disciples against the “leaven,” tht 
“doctrines of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees.’ 


The 


His 


The enthusiasm of the people was mounting 
“the multitude wondered—and they glorified th 
God of Israel.’”’ John tells us that they wanted ti 
take Him by force and make Him King. These pee 
ple had no true conception of His person, work, ¢ 
nature of His Kingdom, but were following main] 
for the loaves and fishes and other material ble 
ings they could obtain from Him. 
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So when they “came into the coasts of Caesare 
Philippi’, (Vs. 13), Jesus asks the Great Questio 
and hears. 


The Great Confession Of Peter 


First, He asks a general question: “Whom ¢ 
men say that I the Son of Man am”? We 
how vague and shallow and confused were th 
thoughts of the multitudes. They esteemed Him 
just another great and good man, perhaps one ¢ 
the prophets risen from the dead. No foundati0 
in such men for the church! 


Then He asks the direct and personal questi! 
“But whom say ye that I am”? (Vs. 15). Jest 
who could read the hearts and minds 0 
enemies, knew what was in the mind of 
friends. He asks, not for information, but to £ 
an expression of their faith. He wanted 4 
fession, and He was given this by Peter as © 
spokesman for all the disciples. This belief ¥% 
revelation from the Father, and a_ blessing 
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sonounced on Peter for giving expression to it. 


The Roman Catholics make much of Verses 
13-19 and base their claims for the Primacy of 
moter as the “first pope” upon these words. But 
ether we interpret the words, “upon this rock” 
» mean Peter, (Broadus) or the faith of Peter, or 
prist Himself, (Who, of course is the Head of 
e church and its Corner-Stone), there is not 
shadow of evidence for such a claim. The man 
ho wrote, “not as lords over God’s heritage, but 
examples to the flock” was not the man to 


nO) ry to usurp for himself the place of his Master 















1d Saviour. We feel that Peter would tremble 
t such blasphemy. 


“The keys of the Kingdom” means the preach- 
ing of the Gospel. In Matt. 18:18 these “keys” 
we given to all the disciples. It is true that Peter 
; the first to make use of these keys when he 
preached at Pentecost. But all the apostles and 
ill preachers use these keys. The preaching of the 
ospel is a “savor of life unto life or of death 
mito death.” Whenever we preach we open or shut 
he door to the Kingdom. 
: The church is to be founded not on faith in 
Him as a great and good man—even a prophet 
risen from the dead—but on Him as the Son of 
od. Unitarian “Leaven” corrupts and destroys 
the church, and this leaven is leavening a large 
part of the Protestant Church today. Do you 
believe with all your heart that Christ is the Son 
of the living God! If not, pray until such a 
the regmrevelation comes to you from your Father. 


{Jew The following Verses, (21-27) are very, very 


1 thei rich. Read and ponder them much. Think of the 
“Chris = doctrines involved and the challenge to our 
the loyalty ! 


ucees.” 


mn. (2) 











His Deity is confessed by Peter, and now we 
ee His teaching about, (1) His atoning Death, 


~y (2) His glorious Resurrection, (3) His Return in 
nted {i glory, (4) His Challenge to us. A Savior like this 
on pel has a right to demand unconditional surrender. 


his demand and challenge is made in Verse 24: 
‘If any man will come after Me, let him deny 
imself and take up his cross and follow Me.” 
is Is not a text of which to be afraid, but a 
text to make our hearts rejoice. In no other way 
aesaremee2” We “save” our lives. 
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Have we surrendered to Him? Are we loyal 


to these great teachings? 


The closing words of this chapter seem to pre- 
pare us for the opening words of Chapter 17 and 


The Glorious Transfiguration 
“The Word became flesh” and lived in this 
flesh most of the days of His humiliation. His 
glory was “veiled” and his disciples saw Him as 
a man. 


In the scene on the mountain (Vs. 1-8), He is 
unveiled and the real glory and majesty of His 
Divine Person shine forth. Read the devotional 
reading in this connection and see Peter’s testi- 
mony on these points. In fact, we have two lines 
of testimony on the mount: (1) The shining out 
of His own heavenly glory and (2) The voice 
from heaven, “this is my beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleased.” 


Peter might have doubted his own clear con- 
viction, but after this vision, after he had seen 
the Lord of Glory, there could never be a doubt 
left. May we pray for such a vision of our Living 
Christ that all our doubts will disappear! Have we 
not all experienced something of this? Is it not 
“good for us” to have these mountain-top ex- 
periences? 


Conclusion 


The concluding verses of this chapter ought 
to make us search our hearts. When they de- 
scend the mountain they come upon a pitiful 
spectacle in the valley. A grieving father, a devil- 
possessed boy wallowing on the ground, a help- 
less and disheartened band of disciples. It is only 
when Jesus comes that the situation changes and 
the sneering onlookers are put to shame. 


We have a picture here of our world, devil- 
possessed and wallowing in sin and shame and 
blood. The only hope for such a world is Christ, 
the Son of the living God. 


When we get back our faith in Him and really 
pray, pray, then a helpless church can help this 
old world again. 


Where is our faith today? Where are praying 
men and women, burdened, “sighing and crying” 
over lost souls and a lost world? Such a world 
as ours can only be saved by a Divine Savior. 
Why cannot we cast these demons out? It can be 
done only by prayer and fasting and faith. 








wn The Meekest Of Men 


ty Sermon By Wil. R. Johnson, D.D.* 
one ¢ Text: Now the man Moses was very meek, 
indatio above all men who were upon the face of the 


carth. Numbers 12:3. 
Greatness is never failing in its tremendous 


r ittractiveness. A towering mountain peak arrests 
). ur attention. A towering personality grips our 
< - terest, 

0 

t to me Every generation has those who stand out above 


a Comme the rest. By common consent they are recog- 
- as tMMmSed as the leaders of their day. This is specially 
f was He In perilous times such as these. As human 
ssing 8 are tried in the fires of terrific testings, 


and are refined rather than destroyed, we instinc- 
tively give them our sacred trust. 


Every nation has had its supermen. They have 
been accepted as representatives of the soul of 
their people. Well has Villari said “The names 
and memories of great men are the dowry of a 
nation.” They enrich her and interpret her inner 
heart to the world. So we call George Washing- 
ton the father of his country. It is probable that 
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ithe passage of time tends to make the sayings 
and doings of such leaders more or less legendary, 
but they are none the less treasured for all that. 
‘The story is told of a certain ambassadorial ban- 
iquet once held in Europe, after the name and 
fame of Washington had become common prop- 
erty. The ambassador from England rose and pro- 
posed a toast to Britain, the sun whose bright 
beams brighten and fructify the remotest corners 
of the earth. The ambassador from France, not 
wishing to be outdone, and yet too polite to ques- 
tion this broad statement, in turn proposed a 
toast to France, the moon whose mild, steady, 
jcheering rays delight all nations, consoling them 
‘in darkness, and making their dreariness beauti- 
ful. Then arose old Benjamin Franklin and said 
in his slow, dignified way: “To George Washing- 
ton, the Joshua of America, who commanded the 
‘sun and the moon to stand still, and they obeyed.” 
However true this story may be, its essence is ac- 
cepted as a fitting tribute to the greatest of 
Americans. 


Then there are the greatest of the great. Men 
who represent not a nation, nor even a generation, 
but a race. Thy are the indispensible souls of 
humankind, without whom existence would have 
been unthinkable. There have been just two such 
souls since Adam, the Man Moses and the Man 
of Galilee! There is special significance in the 
phrase “the man Moses.” Here, by the testimony 
of all the ages since, was a man, judged by every 


standard of measurement known to men—and 
God! 


Moses, the greatest man of Old Testament 
times, lived about five hundred years after 
Abraham. He was born a slave child, of slave par- 
ents, of a slave people. After the Pharaoh who 
was the patron of Joseph had shuffled off his 
mortal coil, there arose a new dynasty, with new 
ideas. The amazing fecundity and prosperity of 
the children of Israel aroused the jealousy and 
fear of the reigning house of Egypt, and they 
were rudely uprooted from their peaceful life as 
shepherds and farmers, and forced to slave labor 
even worse than that suffered by the conquered 
peoples of today. For the best part of a century 
they were driven to the task of building, and vast 
granaries and storage cities came into being. But 
‘as is often the case, hard living and bitter 
oppression only resulted in increased multipli- 
cation of the suffering people. Then came forth 
the terrible decree that all the male children of 
Israel should be taken at birth and cast into the 
| river Nile, drowned like unwanted kittens of alley 
cats. In such a time of terror was Moses born of 
Amram and Jochebed, of the tribe of Levi. Even 
- though they had two other children, Miriam and 
Aaron, the new babe was so perfectly beautiful 
that he at once enthralled the hearts of his family, 
and they conspired to disobey the royal decree. 
So he was secreted in the house for three months 
until he could no longer be hidden, then he was 
literally dropped into the river, but not before 
he had been placed in a little boat fashioned from 
rushes by loving hands. This tiny ark of safety, 
as indeed it was, was put in the Nile among the 
| bulrushes, near the spot where a princess of 
‘Pharaoh’s house was wont to bathe. When the 
_ babe was brought to her by one of her maids in 
waiting, his weeping touched the instinctive 
mother-heart of the woman, and she adopted him 
as her own, and as a prince of the realm gave him 


the best education the world knew anything about. 
Moses grew to be a great scholar, a masterful 
statesman, and an able soldier—in many respects 
the greatest man the world has ever known. 


1. The Man Moses was born a child of destiny, 
yet very human in the reactions of his nature, 
in his thrilling climb to the heights of unmatched 
greatness. 


Even as a helpless babe he intrigues our in- 
terest. When he was placed in his tiny boat of 
rushes and pitch and dropped into the Nile, the 
splash was far greater than it seemed to be. No 
less than 3,000,000 human souls were wrapped 
up in that little bundle of helpless flesh. When 
by the wonderful providences of God he was dis- 
covered, rescued, adopted and taught in all the 
wisdom of the Egyptians, the millions of Israel 
were saved from a fatal submergence and a for- 
gotten place among the nations of the earth. 
That was an epochal hour! But who knows what 
the saving of a baby may mean to the world even 
to-day! Perhaps another Moses in a modified edi- 
tion, or a Columbus, a Luther, a Washington, a 
Knox, a Wesley, a Moody or a Livingstone. 


It was a long, hard road that must be travelled 
before the slave born babe came into his God- 
ordained own, but the day at last dawned when he 
won a place as the master engineer of humanity. 
Any man who can take a few million clods of 
earth, and smelt from them the metal for the 
making of a great nation, and mould and weld 
that metal into a marvellously efficient, smoothe 
running machine capable of conquering all oppo- 
sition, has accomplished something far beyond 
anything possible to all the great captains of 
industry of all generations. This Moses mag- 
nificently did, but the process was not an easy 
one. It has been said that great men are they in 
whom Nature has succeeded. If we substitute 
the word “God” for Nature, the well-known poem 
“When Nature Wants a Man,” splendidly tells the 
story of this great man’s training: 


When Nature wants to drill a man 
And thrill a man 

And skill a man, 

When Nature wants to mold a man 
To play the noblest part— 


Watch her methods, watch her ways— 

How she ruthlessly perfects, 

Whom she royally elects, 

How she hammers him and hurts him, 

And with mighty blows converts him 

Into trial shapes of clay, which only Nature under- 
stands, : 

While his tortured heart is crying and he lifts 

Beseeching hands. 

How she bends but never breaks 

When his good she undertakes— 


When Nature wants to make a man 
And tame a man 

And fame a man, 

She sets a challenge for his spirit, 
Draws it higher when he’s near it, 
Makes the jungle that he clear it, 
Makes the desert that he fear it 
And subdue it if he can. 

So doth Nature make a man. 


Watch her purpose, watch her ways, 
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Nature’s plan is wondrously kind, 
Could we understand her mind. 
Fools are they who call her blind! 


Moses forty years as a prince in Pharaoh’s 
court, and his forty years as a shepherd in the 
wilderness, were absolutely essential as a prep- 
aration to his forty wonderful years as Deliverer 
of Israel. 


Withal, and in all, the man was intensely hu- 
man, with many of the frailties and weaknesses 
of his fellow mortals; weaknesses that were ac- 
centuated by his strength. His courage was 
sublime, yet he was such a coward that time 
and again he shrank from facing the music when 
a great situation developed. His convictions were 
strong, yet he was too ready to compromise—to 
lower the flag and flee from his destiny when 
the going got tough. His self-control was mag- 
nificent, yet he collapsed under stress and closed 
his life under a cloud. A great man is not one 
who never makes mistakes, but is greater than the 
mistakes he makes. The three divisions of Moses’ 
life were each marked by a tragic blunder. The 
first was his murder of the Egyptian, which exiled 
him from Egypt for forty years, and seemed to 
write finis to his career. Then at the end of the 
second period, he sadly blundered when God gave 
him the task of freeing His people. In an excess 
of self-depression and lack of faith he found many 
excuses for refusal until at last God’s anger 
burned hot against him, and Aaren was dragged 
in to share his glory and be a constant thorn in 
the flesh—a hindrance rather than a help. His 
third lapse was his sin at Meribah, when in a fit 
of exasperation he struck the Rock that had al- 
ready been smitten, and so violated a fundamental 
principal of the atonement. And in punishment 
God shut him out of the Land of Promise. A 
great man makes great mistakes, and it is 
calamitous. But when he is beaten to his knees 
in humiliation, if he refuses to stay down and 
staggers to his feet, if he lifts his face to the 
light and marches on and up, it is magnificent, 


and inspires every weary pilgrim to take fresh 
courage, and follow his trail. 


It was a rough, tough way that Moses had to 
climb to reach the heights. It always is for those 
whose watchword is “Excelsior!” 


The heights by great men reached and kept 
Were not attained by sudden flight, 

But they, while their companions slept 
Were toiling upward through the night! 


_ Il. THE FEATURE that was most character- 
istic of this man was startlingly unusual. Every 
strong soul is marked by some dominant trait. 
Courage, determination, sagacity, perseverance, 
personal magnetism, and so forth are all commonly 
associated with marked capacity for leadership. 
But something generally considered utterly for- 
eign to greatness is definitely set forth as the 
most marked feature of the son of Jochebed. Per- 

Ps it was from her he got it. It is given much 
added emphasis in the record by the fact that it is 
put in parenthesis, which in this case amounts to 


about _the same thing as printing it in italics. 
Here it is— 


“Now the man Moses was very meek, above 


all men which were upon the face of the 
earth,” 


Meekness is not generally associated with great- 
ness. Yet the greatest human of ancient history, 
indeed the greatest of all history if we except the 
Christ Jesus, here has his greatness traced to that 
factor. Mencius once said: “A great man is one 
who does not lose his child’s heart.” This was 
specially and strikingly true of Moses. Even to 
this day the by-word “as meek as Moses,” has be- 
come part of the common speech of men. And 
in this we find one of the many strong points 
of similarity between Moses and Jesus, who was 
“meek and lowly in heart.” 


An attempt to define ‘“‘meekness” may help us 
to understand its unsuspected might. Greek was 
the language of the learned and the wise, but it 
had no word that stood for “meekness.” The 
nearest approach to it was “meanness.” Even to- 
day the common understanding of the word is 
“one without fire, cringing and contemptible..” 
But that is far from the truth. That meekness 
is not weakness is clear from the testimony of 
the most statesmanlike of all statesmen, the 
kingliest of all kings, the most intrepid of all 
warriors: “Thy gentleness (literally meekness) has 
made me great.” Meekness is like one of those 
fragrant trees that bathes with its perfume the 
axe that strikes into its heart. Meekness gives 
back love for hate, kindness for coldness, and 
sweetness for bitterness. It rises above the things 
that hurt common clay. It is simply self-forget- 
fulness! 


There is an old legend that long ago there 
lived a man so good that angels came to see how 
he could be so godlike. He went about his daily 
work diffusing virtue as a star does its light, 
without being aware of it. Two short sentences 
told the story of his days—‘“‘He gave; he forgave.” 
Yet they never fell from his lips. They were only 
expressed in his smile, his forbearance and his 
charity. The angels were so impressed that they 
asked God that the gift of miracles might be given 
him. When asked to choose what power he specially 
wished, he answered. “That I might do a great 
deal of good without anyone knowing it.” So it 
was decreed that whenever his shadow should fall 
behind or at the side where he could not see it, 
disease should be cured, sorrow comforted and 
suffering soothed by it. But he was never aware 
of the blessing that flowed from him. Even the 
people who were blessed forgot his very name, 
and spoke of him as the Holy Shadow. We wonder 
if that might not have been Moses! The slave child 
who became a prince with God, and among men, 
whom the world can never forget, forgot himself! 
He was the meekest man on the face of the earth. 


Meekness simply mans self-effacement. Self 
lost and forgotten in something, or someone 
bigger than, and beyond oneself. When self stands 
in the foreground of our thinking the soul is 
eclipsed. Some years ago, upon the occasion of 
our first visit to the Grand Canyon, we stood 
with a little group of people in breath taking awe 
at the revelation of this wonderland of Nature. 
Now and then one and another would express 
themselves in all too inadequate words. We noticed 
that one young woman had nothing to say, and 
thinking she was perhaps too overcome by the 
tremendous emotional appeal of the moment, we 
turned to her, and—she was powdering her nose. 
To her the Grand Canyon was just another ditch! 
When self fills ones vision, even in the limited 
scope of a tiny pocket mirror, the glory of God 
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is shut out. We cannot help but become self- 
centered, selfish, and even self-assertive. Meek- 
ness, in the finest meaning of the word, is a 
foreign language to us, even as is the power of 
God that flows through it. 


What God wants is men and women who are big 
enough to be small enough to be great enough to 
be used, anywhere He wills and anyhow. Moses 
was that kind of man. One of Murillo’s great pic- 
tures shows angels at work in a kitchen, cooking, 
cleaning and washing dishes. There is the joy 
of service on their faces, and as they go about 
their tasks with heavenly grace one forgets that 
pots are pots and pans are pans, and realizes 
how beautiful even the lowliest God-given task 
is to angels who do His pleasure. If we have eyes 
to see it the humblest of all duties is a bit of 
God’s will, and shines with the radiance of heaven. 
No task was too low for Moses to stoop to, and 
therefore nothing was beyond his reach. As he 
humbled himself, God exalted him. 


The greatest moment in this great man’s life 
was upon the occasion of Israel’s terrible lapse 
into idolatry with the golden calf, at the foot of 
Sinai. Then Moses went alone with God, and pled 
with Him in His terrible wrath against the sinning 
people. He offered himself as a substitute to re- 
ceive the just punishment which was Israel’s 
due. While his friendship with God was infinitely 
dearer to him than life itself, he asked that he 
might be blotted out of God’s book if that were 
necessary to secure mercy for the guilty ones. In 
this he breathed the very spirit of the Christ. As 
far as mortal could, he anticipated the atonement! 
It was the supreme expression of self-forgetful- 
ness. 


Ill. THE SECRET of what Moses was and did, 
however, lies in something else, even in the 
wonderful faith that paved the way to the closest 
fellowship with God, and revealed Him in the 
Absolute Reality. 


Moses listened to God’s voice. He turned out of 
the beaten track that he might hear it more 
clearly, and from that hour became God’s man, 
imbued with His power, to do His work. Those 
who listen to God, soon become conscious of His 
influence at work in their lives. How many of the 
prophets protested their weakness and unfitness 
when they first heard the summons to service! 
But once assured of God’s abiding presence “Cer- 
tainly I will be with thee,” and of His appoint- 
ment, they realized it was not their work but 
His, and not their power but His. Then they be- 
came as bold as lions, and went forth with con- 
fidence, and yet deeply humbled. Moses was a 
God taught and a God filled man, and he taught 
the world what he learned at the feet of Jehovah, 
and lifted it a long way from darkness _ into 
marvelous light. 


No one can say when God will drop an idea 
into a waiting soul, ordained to be His voice and 
His prophet, but when He does the world soon 
knows about it. Emerson once said ‘‘Beware when 
God lets loose a thinker on this planet.’’ Whenever 
He does things begin to happen. Deeds are simply 
thoughts with clothes on. If we could stop men 
from thinking, we could stop them from doing. 
But we can’t! And so the wheels of time sweep 
forward. The Golden Gate Bridge, the Empire 
State Building, the 23rd Pslam, the Hallelujah 
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Chorus, the Bible, the airplane, the radio were al] 
once nothing but ideas. Now they are vital re. 
alities in the life of the world. 


Moses was one of the greatest of inspired think. 
ers, and his thoughts were all God centered. The 
result was a message that changed man’s whole 
conception of God and man. The world was fyl] 
of gods in his day, gods of wood, of stone and of 
iron, male gods and female, birds and beast. It 
was a poverty stricken tribe that could not boast 
of a hundred or two gods, because their sgip- 
warped and twisted minds could not conceive of 
any natural phenomena apart from an expression 
of a different deity. Then Moses came with the 
tremendous, overwhelming idea of one true God. 
He challenged the fearful gods of Egypt, and 
proved they were as small dust in the balance in 
the omnipotent hands of the Almighty; he taught 
Israel that they were God’s chosen people, that 
they were under His special care and protection, 
and could count on His help in every emergency. 
He set their souls afire with an abiding faith in 
that conviction, and transformed them from a mob 
of pitiful slaves into a nation of conquerors. 


Suppose Moses had not listened! Suppose 
he had refused to be taught, refused to believe! 
Suppose he had been disobedient to the heavenly 
vision! Then there would have been no passover, 
no exodus, no Red Sea crossing, no Sinai, no com- 
mandments; no Israel, no Jerusalem; no David. 
and no Christ; no Bible and no Church; no God 
that men could know and not a hope in the world. 
Humanly speaking, of course. 


But Moses did listen and learn, and he walked 
with God in His way. He found the path trodden 
by the feet of God in the common ways of men. 
Many things we owe to this great servant of 
God, and there is one thing that he taught that 
we do not often recognize. In this he was really 
a trail blazer, the great originator. He discovered 
the common life may be and should be religious, 
or spiritual life. Men knew that God was in the 
garden, but they did not know that He was also 
in the fields, walking with man at the plow. They 
knew that God was in the sanctuary, but they 
did not know that every home may become a 
sanctuary. They knew that God stood beside the 
altar, but they did not know that hearth fires may 
also be altar fires. All this Moses taught with his 
transcendant intellect, and spiritual power; and 
also that to properly honor earthly parents is an 
act of piety, and to respect a neighbor’s rights is 
a right of worship. It was revolutionary thinking, 
and it brought the glory of heaven into the every- 
day life of men, especially as Moses lived as he 
taught. 


We would expect, therefore, that Moses would 
work God’s will. And this he did, first in the 
building of a nation, destined to play a major 
part in the moulding of the world, and the work- 
ing of God’s eternal purposes throughout the 
ages. But above all he wrought for God in the 
writing of a record of His will for men, as We 
now have it in the first five books of the Word 
of God. This was for the immediate guidance 
of Israel, and for the enlightenment of all genera- 
tions. No honor that ever came to Moses cat 
for a moment compare with that of being God's 
first Secretary. We know that in the thinking ol 
modern destructive writing Moses is denied the 
authorship of all but a small part of His books 
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credited to him, next they claim that his name 
was connected with Hiram only to enhance their 
authority. But we stand with the imaginative re- 
lationship built upon the vast mass of evidence 
which affirms that Moses wrote the books ascribed 
to him, and as definately confirmed by the Son of 
God. This was his greatest and most enduring 
work. The test of what any man says and does is 
the place they take in history. If “he being dead 
yet speaketh,” and if what he builds stands the 
ravages of time, he has an undisputed right to be 
numbered among the great. “Great truths are the 
portions of great souls, and great souls are the 
portions of eternity.” After 3500 years Moses is 
still one of the mightiest influences at work in the 
world. He knew that the way to use life is to spend 
it for something that will outlast it, and be treas- 
ured by unborn generations. It is an inspiring 
thing to sit down and check up thoughtfully on 
how much of the law God gave to Moses on Sinai 
is still in force in advanced society today. To name 
but a few, we have the laws that make life and 
property sacred; the laws that sanctify the home 
and emphasize the training of children; the law 
of the Sabbath recognised by all governments 
wherever the Truth has spread, and by all systems 
of education, of jurisprudence, and of business. 


No wonder mothers of the world name their boys 
after Moses more than any other person. Pro- 
foundly God-conscious, heart-tuned and mind- 
disciplined to listen and learn at the feet of the 
Eternal, feet trained to walk with God, and hands 
and powers dedicated to his service—all because 
he so unreservedly believed God—this is the se- 


cret of the power of the man Moses, the meekest 
of men, and God’s first secretary. 


Conclusion: And so he lived, and loved, and la- 
bored, and at last came to his end. He began at 
water-level and ended on a mountain-top, with 
God Almighty as undertaker, and the angels as 
pallbearers. Some men are honored in death by a 
resting place on a mountain-top. Most of them so 
live that a six-foot hole in the low ground is good 
enough for them. Aaron was buried on Mount Hor, 
Moses on Nebo’s lofty height. General Robert E. 
Lee has been sculptured in heroic size in imperish- 
able rock on Stone Mountain, Georgia; Dwight L. 
Moody lies on Little Round Top, and other worthies 
might be named who have been so honored. 


The vital question is, are we willing to face the 
Pharaoahs of our day, to step out where the Red 
Sea surf boiled when we lifted our foot, to wan- 
der a lifetime if need be in the wilderness with a 
rebellious, stiff-necked, hard-hearted, dull-brained 
mob, and never quit trying and never lose pati- 
ence? If we have the grit and determination in us 
to do things like that in a great cause, because we 
have unshakeable confidence in God’s ultimate 
triumph, we may pick our mountain now, for we 
already have a deed to it. “The greatest men and 
women are 90 percent just like we are.” The great 
only seem great because we are on our knees be- 


os them. Let us rise, and be our God-blessed 
est. 


*Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, Gal- 
veston, Tex. 





Compulsory Retirement Of Ministers-And The 


Commissions 
By Rev. F. Z. Browne, D.D.* 


The contribution on the subject first named, by 
Rev. S. D. Gage, D.D., appearing in the October 
issue, is very thought-provoking, timely and scrip- 
tural. 


The writer, a Commissioner to the 1942 General 
Assembly, gave his voice and vote against this 
measure, when it came up for debate and was 
adopted. The passage of time has only confirmed 
him in a deeper and more resolute opposition. 


It is now proposed that the rule requiring the 
retirement at the age of seventy become an amend- 
ment to the Book of Church Order, and that it 
apply to “all ministers serving the Church, its 
agencies, or its courts in any other capacity.” 


One is conscious of a subtle connection between 
legislation of this type and other tendencies and 
measures, equally arbitrary and unscriptural. 


There is abundant ground for believing that 
Satan, named as the prince of this present world 
system (kosmos) by our Lord Himself, has a blue 
print, a plan, by which he proposes to rule the 
nations. His designs extend also to the professing 
Church. Seated, like a great evil spider above the 
earth, he is ceaselessly working and continually 
extending his web of evil diplomacy, through 


which he hopes to frustrate and defeat the present 
purposes of God in salvation, and the ultimate 
plan of God for world peace under the reign of 
the coming Prince of Peace. 


This being true, and no thorough student of the 
Scriptures can deny it, the development and mani- 
festation of one portion of Satan’s plan, gives us 
a clue to and often reveals other portions. 


Ideally considered, the setting up in the presby- 
teries of our Church of the Commissions on The 
Minister and His Work may seem to make for 
good. In defense of this plan, we have heard a 
great deal from its originators and promoters con- 
cerning the drift of the congregations of our 
Church toward ‘Congregationalism’! This drift, 
they say, must be stopped, the dissemination in 
the churches of blessed truth with which they are 
not familiar, curbed; and light breaking forth 
from the Word, veiled. 


Their convenient device for the accomplish- 
ment of all this is the setting up of the Com- 
missions, through which already, in many cases, 
the most fundamental right of our congregations 
is being denied them. That right, a precious 
heritage from the founding fathers, bought and 
transmitted to us by those who loved not their 
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lives unto the death, and that often in most cruel 
forms, is given expression in Chapter 19, Para- 
graph 97, of the Book of Church Order. These 
are the words: 


“The government of the Church is represen- 
tative, and the right of God’s people to elect their 
officers (the pastors very much included) is in- 
alienable. Therefore no man can be placed over 
a church in any office without the election, or at 
least the consent of that church.” 


It is only necessary to mention the attempts of 
a state-controlled Church, in the days of the Stuart 
kings, to encroach upon and take away this in- 
alienable right. Our fathers in the faith would not 
accept the ministers thrust upon them by the Lords 
of the Manor and the Bishops. War ensued, and 
they fought for their sacred rights under the 
bonny blue banner of the Covenanters. 


Is it not about time for another Jeanie Geddes 
to hurl another stool? 


Though, as already stated, the measures dis- 
cussed in this article may seem in their working 
beneficial and often desirable, the trouble with 
them is that the hidden motive underneath them 
is we. Real and lasting good cannot come out 
of evil. 


Indescribable feelings gripped the heart of the 
writer recently, when an elder of a vacant church 
said to him: “We are waiting for a man to be sent 
to us!” Here is the practical working of the system 
in perhaps the majority of cases. 


A lawyer friend had the reputation of “stop- 
ping every rat hole’ when preparing the briefs of 
his cases. 


See if the following, from the Book of Church 
Order, leaves any opening through which the in- 
alienable right to call a pastor, so dear to our 
fathers, may be exercised: Paragraph 76-a. (3) 
“By advising with churches regarding Pastoral 
Calls. The Commission shall meet and consult with 
every Committee appointed by a church to recom- 
mend the calling of a Pastor. It shall advise the 
Committee regarding the merits or suitability of 
any man whose name it expects to put before the 
congregation, and shall have the privilege of nomi- 
nating suitable men to the Committee. The Pres- 
bytery shall permit a call to be placed in the 
hands of a minister only when the Committee of 
the local church has thus consulted the Commission 
of the Presbytery before the name is presented to 
the congregation.” 


Surely, there is little or no opportunity here 
of hearing the voice of the Holy Spirit, and listen- 
ing for the call of the Bride, the Church! 


In the days before this oppressive and unscrip- 
tural legislation was fastened on the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., the writer, just out of the seminary, 
wrote to the Clerk of Session of a congregation 
and asked that, if the way be clear, he be invited 
to preach with a view to a call. Back came an invi- 


tation. The Sunday after the visit, a call was 
issued. 


Even then, a brother who would have made, in 
some respects, an ideal chairman of a Commission, 
wrote the church: “You had better take him on 
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trial for six months’! The congregation paid no 
attention to this self-appointed bishop. 


Just as water seeks its level, men of this t 
seem to gravitate to positions of authority in these 
Commissions. 


The statement was carried in the press re. 
cently, that the plan for the compulsory retire. 
ment of ministers at 70 had been adopted by the 
Protestant Episcopal Church. When the attempt 
was made to retire Bishop Manning of New York 
City, he refused obedience to the arbitrary and un- 
scriptural dictate, saying: “I have been inducted 
into the sacred and responsible duties of my po- 
sition through and by divine leading and guid- 
ance. Here I remain. I will not yield to this recom- 
mendation.” 


When Bishop Tucker of Virginia heard of the 
sturdy bishop’s stand, he, too, refused obedience 
to the attempted mandate. 


This spiritual stamina and courage makes us 
think of Luther’s words at Worms: 


“If you can prove me wrong out of God’s Book, 
I am proven wrong. If you cannot, then here stand 
I, Martin Luther, I can do nothing else, God help- 
ing me.” 


Let us see how the two measures under dis- 
cussion work together in the most subtle plan. 


By the compulsory retirement plan, a con- 
siderable number of orthodox and conservative, 
godly and God-fearing ministers, often at the 
height of their usefulness, are forced out of active 
service. Then, immediately, begins the effort 
of the powers that be, through the Commissions, 
to place men after their own hearts in the vacant 
pulpits. 


By these tactics and through this procedure, the 
pulpits of the churches are rapidly being taken 
over. 


Bound, it may be, like Gulliver by the Lilli- 
putians, men of faith and spiritual vision are be- 
ginning to see whither these plans are tending. 


*Pastor of the Presbyterian Church, Pecos, Tex. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


THE RISE AND DECLINE OF MODERNISM 
By James D. Rankin, D.D., LL.D. 


Published by “The United Presbyterian,” 505 
Publication Bldg., Pittsburgh, Pa. Price, 25c per 
copy, or $2.50 per doz. 


A few months ago there appeared a brilliant 
and stimulating series of articles in “The United 
Presbyterian” by its associate editor, Dr. James D. 
Rankin. This series was in such a great demand 
that readers asked that they be placed in perma- 
nent form. This little book is the answer to the 
request. 


Dr. Rankin served many years as professor of 
Theology and Comparative Religion in the Pitts 
burgh Theological Seminary. His writings, there 
fore, are the result of wide study and mature re 
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flection. He treats the subject under the follow- 
ing interesting captions: “The Issues Defined,” 
“The Rise of Modernism,” “Christian Scholarship 
to the Rescue,” “The Revolt in Liberal Christi- 
anity,” “The Decline of Modernism,” “The Influ- 
ence of Modernism,” “What Should the Christian 
Pulpit Italicize in Present World Conditions?” and 
“Building a Better World.” 


After analyzing the issues of modernism and 
exposing its errors and dangers, the author then 
sounds a positive note. He states that the modern 
Christian pulpit should emphasize the centrality 
of God, the holiness of God, the Bible concep- 
tion of man, the inspiration of the Scriptures and 
the New Testament conception of Christ. He 
closes with an illuminating and challenging mes- 
sage on building a better world. Every post-war 
planner should read this chapter. Dr. Rankin 
believes that the secret of a better world is to be 
found in regenerated souls. In confirmation of his 
conviction that a better world can be produced 
only by changed lives, he records an interesting 
statement made by Dr. Robert Milliken of Pasa- 
dena, who was invited by President Roosevelt 
along with a group of prominent men to discuss 
methods for making the New Deal effective. Dr. 
Milliken was compelled to leave before the con- 
ference closed, but advanced this observation: 
“Mr. President, the New Deal can not become 
effective until it has new people to conduct it. 
He is persuaded that the better world will no 
come from modernism’s imaginary inbuilt law and 
an educational system, but from God’s gift of 
His Son and man’s complete and loving submissio: 
in return. For the builder of the. better world 
must look not to modernism but to evangelical 
Christianity. 


Dr. Rankin has rendered a laudable service to 
the Christian Church in giving us this little book. 
We hope and pray that it will have a larg 
audience. We would also like to add that ov 
elders and deacons should have a copy as well as 
our ministers. This is information they need. 

—John R. Richardson. 
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THE BIBLE: FACT - FRAUD OR FICTION 
By Stephen B. Williams, D.D. 


Published by Good Tidings Press, 48 Mary St., 
Alexandria, La. Price, 15¢ or 25 copies, $3.25. 


Is the Bible true? This is the burning question 
raised by the author in this small book. He is per- 
suaded that if the Bible is true and what it claims 
to be, then it becomes of greatest value and im- 
portance to each of us. He maintains that there 
are three possible positions assumed in regard to 
the Bible. Some believe it is the true and inspired 
word of God—infallible, authoritative and iner- 
_ The second position is that the Bible is « 
raud. The third .group takes the position that it 
18 @ book of ideals and religious history with some 
a and spiritual precepts, but contains much 
eu and many glaring mistakes. The autho: 


ore examines these three main positions 
fact, fraud or fiction. 


The idea of the Bible as a fraud is treated 


briefly and he quotes Tom Paine as a represen. 
tative of this group. The position of the liberals 
is handled more at length and there are severai 
quotations from modernist preachers that are 
typical on this point. The position of the believing 
Christian is extensively and forcefully treate. 

and the conclusion is that the Bible is a recor. 
of fact and a God-breathed revelation. He empha- 
sizes the fact that there is no middle ground and 
the position of the modernist is untenable. 


All who appreciate the Bible as God-breathed 
literature will be grateful to Dr. Williams for this 
little book that is designed to strengthen our faith 
in the Holy Scriptures which are able to make 
us wise unto salvation. It will make an excellent 
gift for leaders of young people and teachers of 
Bible classes. 
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SUMMARY OF CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE 
By Prof. Louis Berkhof 


Published by Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price, $1.00. 


A unitarian minister wrote an article entitled 
“The Faith Behind Freedom.” After referring to 
the futility of forums, discussions and town hall 
religion, he confessed that it is difficult to dis- 
cover just what “the faith behind freedom’’ is. 
We concur in this Unitarian’s judgment when wi: 
read so much nonsense on this subject. People 
who are looking for more than high-sounding 
phrases desire something definite and we believe 


in this little book by Dr. Berkhof such can be 
found. 


Housed within the covers of this volume is the 
quintessence of the Christian religion. It is written 
for senior classes and can be used either as a 
reference or as a textbook. The language is simpli- 
fied and technical terms are usually omitted. Ques- 
tions are asked for further study and readers are 
encouraged to refer frequently to their Bibles. 
This book is wonderfully adapted for use in young 
people’s conferences, special Sunday School classes 
and young people’s meetings. As such it is a mas- 
terpiece of theological exposition in simple terms. 

—John R. Richardson. 
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MARTIN LUTHER 
By B. K. Kuiper 


Published by Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $1.50. 


Just recently the erratic Dean Inge declared 
that all of the ills of Germany are due to Martin 
Luther. The dean has made many extravagant 
statements in his career, but none equal to this. 
The best refutation of such a baseless accusation 
is the reading of a good life of Luther and also 
his own works. A good place to start would be this 
little book by Dr. Kuiper which gives an excellent 
summary of the formative period of Luther cover- 
ing the, first thirty-four years of his life. Step by 
step and stage by stage the author delineates the 
eareer of Luther and shows how this poor boy be- 
came the great Reformer. We see here that from 
the moment Luther posted his “Theses”, he be- 
came the dominant figure of Europe. At this time 
Erasmus was the most celebrated scholar in West- 





Ce i de) 


Page 30 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Jan. 1945 





ern Europe. His books sold by the thousands of 
copies. It was not long, however, before all of 
Europe was reading the books for or against 
Luther and Erasmus faded into the background. 
The author lets us see how this man, under God, 
deeply affected, not only the theological, ecclesi- 
astical and religious life of Europe, but also 
colored the political, social, literary, scientific and 
artistic life as well. The Roman Catholic Church 
itself was even influenced by Luther by way of 
counter-reformation caused by the Reformer’s 
teachings. 


This book is written for the general reader and 
is free from any traces of pendantry. Although 
the author’s mind is drenched with all the facts 
that a scholar should have in preparing such a 
book, he has presented them in popular form 
which even a high school student could follow. 
Young people, as well as adults, will find this 
book fascinating as well as illuminating. It should 
be in every home and church library. 

—John R. Richardson. 
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THE MARCH OF TRUTH 
By Dr. Stephen Szabo 
Published by Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Com- 
pany, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price, $2.50. 


Dr. Szabo is a minister of the Reformed Church 
in Hungary. He was born and educated in Hungary 
but studied extensively in the United States. As 
a preacher, lecturer, author and traveler he is 
widely known on both sides of the Atlantic. Prior 
to the present war he was commissioned by his 
mother church to visit the Hungarian brethren in 
the United States. The outbreak of the war pre- 
vented his returning to his country and congre- 
gation. While in this country he has produced this 
book which is scholarly and loyal to the Reformed 
heritage. 


This book consists of twenty character studies. 
They are condensed, accurate and skillfully por- 
trayed. He has succeeded in making the giants of 
the Reformation live and his portrayals will appeal 
to men and women of our generation. Anyone 
reading this book will have a more vivid concep- 
tion of leaders like Wicliff, Huss, Melancthon, 
Luther, Farel, Calvin, Beza, Knox, William of 
Orange, Stephen Bocskay, Roger Williams and 
Oliver Cromwell. 


Once each year our churches are requested to 
commemorate Reformation Day. This would be a 
fine book for every member in our church to read 
in preparation for this day. We dare say as we 
read the pages of this book we shall become dis- 
satisfied with our easy-going attitude towards 
truth as we behold afresh how men have spilled 
their blood that the truth of God might continue 
to march. —John R. Richardson. 
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THE LIFE OF JOHN CALVIN 
By Prof. Albert Hyma 
Published by Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Com- 
pany, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price, $1.50. 





Dr. Hyman is professor of history in the Uni- 
versity of Michigan. A year or two ago we were 
deeply impressed with his textbook on history 


written from the Christian viewpoint. We, there. 
fore, came to this volume with high expectation; 
and have not been disappointed. The purpose of 
this book is to explain to the average American 
reader what is the place occupied by John Calvin 
in world history and particularly in the history of 
the United States. The author feels that it ; 
imperative for us all to know exactly what sor 
of person Calvin was and what his religious, po. 
litical and economic views were. He believes that 
we must return to a careful study of the origing| 
sources in order to understand more fully what 
Calvinism is and was. Writing on this subject he 
remarked, “If Calvin were permitted to returm 
from the realm of the spirits to pay us a visit, he 
would probably resent first of all the extraordinary 
ignorance displayed by leading experts in the field 
of the Social Sciences who have analyzed his po- 
litical, economic and sociological views without 
having read his own compositions.” This is cer. 
tainly a relevant statement as we hear so many 
ignorant remarks made concerning Calvin and Cal- 
vinism due to the fact that those who make them 
— never been fair enough to read Calvin’s own 
works, 


The nine chapters in this book give us many 
interesting glimpses of Calvin and his career. We 
enjoyed especially the one on “The Institutes Of 
The Christian Religion.”” We believe that any per- 
son who reads this book will become not only a 
better Calvinist, but also a better Christian. 

—John R. Richardson. 
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THE MAGNIFICENT OF JESUS 
By Dr. Harry Rimmer 
Published by Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Com- 
pany, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price, $2.50. 


Thomas Carlyle once wrote Mrs. Elizabeth Bar- 
rett Browning a curt note telling her if she had 
anything to say to say it in plain English. While 
we do not feel as Carlyle did in regard to poetry, 
we do appreciate writers who have something to 
say and can say it in plain English. This is emi- 
nently true of Dr. Rimmer’s works and particularly 
true of this text book on Christology. No Christian 
in our generation has specialized more in the 
science of apologetics than the author. He has 
taken seriously the injunction of the Scriptures 
that a believer of Christ should be ready to give 
any man that asketh a reason for the hope that is 
in him. He has made a valuable contribution to 
the science of Christian evidence and this book 
is the sixth and last in his set of apologetics called 
the John Laurence Frost Memorial Library. 


Dr. Rimmer believes in the importance of strong 
foundations and is convinced that the quickes 
way to destroy any edifice is to tear out its foun- 
dation. In this volume he deals with ten foundation- 
al truths; namely, “The Deity of Christ,” “Jehovah 
Jesus,” “The Pre-existence of Jesus,” “The Attr- 
butes of God As Seen in Christ,” “The Incarna 
tion of Jesus,” “The Psychology of the Virgin 
Birth,” “The God-Man,” “The Magnificent 
Prophet,” “The Effective Priest” and “The 
Eternal King.” Each chapter in this book seeks 
to “magnify” the Lord Jesus Christ. He realizes 
that it is impossible to magnify Christ in the sense 
of enlarging Him who is the Creator of the 
heavens and the earth, but he believes that we cal 
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enlarge our own understanding and broaden our 
own point of view of Him. In other words, his aim 
is to enlarge our vision of Christ so that we ma‘ 
see Him as He is and was. To this end he presents 
the Christ of the Scriptures. He does not obscure 
the issues by presenting human theories and man- 
made conceptions concerning our Lord. He stresses 
the fact that the magnificence of Jesus is seen 
only in the bright light of Revelation. Our Soutb- 
em Presbyterian constituency will rejoice in this 
latest fruit of Dr. Rimmer’s pen and wish for it 
the large audience it deserves. 
—John R. Richardson. 
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WHEN THOU SITTEST IN THINE HOUSE 
By Abraham Kuyper 


Published by Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price, $2.00. 


We usually think of Abraham Kuyper as a 
great Calvinistic theologian. Undoubtedly he was 
one of the greatest of Reformed theologians. 
Sometimes we think of him as the Prime Minister 
of the Netherlands. As such he was an eminent 
Christian statesman. Seldom do we think of Dr. 
Kuyper as a devotional writer and yet, he has 
enriched Christendom with a number of first class 
devotional books. This is one of them. It contains 
fifty-eight meditations on home life. He believes 
the family to be the wondrous creation of God 
from which all our human social life has unfolded. 
He traces the home life of Israel] and how the 
beautiful traits of the Hebrews passed over into 
the Christian Church. As we read these medi- 
tations we are more convinced that Christian 
domestic life is the nerve of strength in our na- 
tional life. These messages were originally written 
in Dutch but have now been translated into Eng- 
lish. It is our prayer that fathers and mother: 
of our land will read the English version of this 


tlevating volume. 
—John R. Richardson. 
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MODERN MARRIAGE 
By Paul Popenoe 


Published by McMillan Co., 60—Fifth Ave., 
New York, N. Y. Price $2.50. 


_ With growing disintegration of family life, it is 
imperative that we study the problems of mar- 
riage honestly and intelligently. There are so many 
different voices giving counsel on the subject that 
we must learn to discriminate as to what should 
be accepted and what should be rejected. There 
are very few books today on this subject that could 
be recommended without reservation. This review- 
er feels that this is one of the most informing 
books on the subject that he has read, and from 
the biological point of view it is very helpful. On 
the other hand, we are frank to say that we 
disagree with some of the author’s theological im- 
Piications. In fairness to the author, however, it is 
to be remembered that being a biologist in the 
University of Southern California, he is writing 
from the biological viewpoint rather than a 
theological point of view. 


This volume is called a handbook for men. We 
feel that it should be almost as useful for women. 
It would be profitable for parents to read this 





book before their son’s or daughter’s wedding day 
marking certain chapters that offer excellent ad- 
vice, yet point out that some of the author’s views 
do not coincide with the Christian position, then 
pass it on for premarital reading. 


This book contains eighteen enlightening chap- 
ters written in an interesting style and has eight 
statistical appendices giving valuable information 
on the subject. There is also a good bibliography 
and a useful index. —John R. Richardson. 


A Soul-Winners’ Club 
By Warren Filkin, Ph.D.* 


Sometime ago I had a boy about twelve years 
old on the platform to help me in an object 
lesson. A night or two later he made a public 
profession of faith in Jesus Christ, the first to 
accept Christ during that special series of meet- 
ings. 


The boy immediately showed interest in other 
boys and girls of his own age. He went to his 
pastor and said, “Pastor, will it be all right for us 
to start a soul-winners club?” Of course the 
pastor agreed that the idea was a good one. And 
then the boy remarked, “Now, pastor, we’re 
not going to let just anybody that’s a church mem- 
ber join our club. We want those who really mean 
business for Christ.” 


The little fellow had the right idea. Not every- 
one can be a soul-winner. It costs something. It 
costs something to live for Christ. 


If we were to set down the qualifications of a 
soul-winner, then, what would they be? I list six. 


First, a converted heart. One must be saved be- 
fore he can win someone else to Christ. He must 
be born again, he must be a new creature in 
Christ Jesus. 


Second, he needs a Scripture-stored mind. He 
must know the way of salvation in Scripture 
language. 


Third, he must have a prayerful life. Pentecost 
came after ten days of earnest praying. Miracles 
still occur after prayer. Generally the reason that 
Christians who want to be soul-winners fail, is 
because they ask not (James 4:2). Or perhaps 
they are harboring known and willful sin in their 
lives. Psalm 66:18 says, “If I regard iniquity in 
my heart the Lord will not hear me.” 


Fourth, the soul-winner needs the fullness of 
the Spirit of God to lead him in his actions and 


in his conversation with those whom he seeks tc 
win. 


Fifth, he needs a love for souls. He needs to 
long to see people saved. He needs the passion 
of John Knox of old, who cried, “Give me Scotland 
or I die.” 


And last, he needs perseverance. He needs to 


keep on keeping on, seeking people for the 
Saviour. Never give up! 


*Member of Faculty of Moody Bible Institute, 
Chicago, IIl. 
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